


2   •   2021 AADC Founders Day & Awards Ceremony

On behalf of the AADC Board of Directors, today we honor some 
of our extraordinary Douglass alumnae and friends, each of whom 
carries on the determined spirit of the founders and the mission of 
our great alumnae organization. Through fortitude, strength and 

service, the AADC moves Forward Together, Better Together.

Opening

Linda Swenton Naselli ’81 
AADC Founders Day Committee 

WelcOme & RemaRks

Jeanne M. Fox ’75, AADC President
Jan Hansen, New Jersey State Federation of Women’s Clubs

of GFWC President

singing Of nJc alma mateR

Musical accompaniment by Marie Ferguson ’14

pResentatiOn Of 2021 aaDc alumnae aWaRDs

Deborah Crouch ‘94, Chair, AADC Awards Committee

YOung alumna mabel aWaRD

 Candace Gaddy-Kates ‘14

alumnae RecOgnitiOn aWaRDs

Dr. Susan Goldfine ’63
Karen Lynch ’79

Linda Caldwell Epps ’73, Ph.D.
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clOsing

Linda Swenton Naselli ‘81

singing Of DOuglass alma mateR

Musical accompaniment by Marie Ferguson ’14

Thanks to members of the AADC Awards Committee and the 
AADC Founders Day Committee for volunteering your time, 
talents and treasures to make this a wonderful celebration.

Q

pResentatiOn Of aaDc meDal, VanguaRD seRVice aWaRD

anD maRgaRet t. cORWin aWaRD

Valerie L. Anderson ’81, MBA, AADC Executive Director

aaDc meDal

 Arthur Rubinstein

VanguaRD seRVice aWaRD

 Sheila Kelly Hampton ’70

maRgaRet t. cORWin aWaRD

Dolores Ijames Bryant ’84

Q



With My Appreciation

FROM MY HEART, TO YOURS, 
WITH VIRTUAL HUGS

I am privileged to lead the AADC as we continue to build on 

our successful history and ensure our future. We have forged the 

bonds of alumnae sisterhood and join hands to commemorate 

this important celebration. We look forward to celebrating our 

“Proud History to Bright Future” during our momentous 

milestone 100th anniversary in June 2022. Thank you to our 

amazing AADC Staff, who together with all of our Board 

Members and Volunteers, tirelessly help fulfill our mission 

through their dedication and commitment. 

Thank you! 

In sisterhood,

AADC Executive Director

Valerie L. Anderson ’81, MBA

AADC BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Valerie Anderson ’81, MBA
Executive Director

Jeanne M. Fox ’75
President

Lisa Dorio Ruch ‘89
Vice President for Administration

Linda Caldwell Epps ’73
Vice President for Development

Karen Lynch ’79
Vice President for Alumnae Relations

Tina B. Gordon ’72
Vice President for Marketing & 

Communications

Stephanie Cayne ’89
Secretary

Kathi Love ’75
Treasurer

Elizabeth A. Murray ’87
AADC Annual Appeal Chair

Members
Ruth Toni Armstead ’74 

Dolores Ijames Bryant ’84 

Denise K. Busby ’76 
Linda P. Clark ’70

Tynisha Coleman ’08 
Debra Lynch ’79

Dianne Mills McKay ‘69 
Yesenia M. Perez ’12 

Evangelia Repousis ’00 
Heather E. Tedesco ’12

AADC Staff
Eileen M. Cotter

Cathleen Fitzgerald
Natalie Harrington ’87
Lizethe Martinez ’13
Egypt Pringley ‘16
Anne Marie Russo

Susan Wallace
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ABOUT OUR AWARDS

MARGARET T. CORWIN AWARD
The Corwin Award is bestowed upon an alumna for outstanding service and 
commitment to the Associate Alumnae of Douglass College (AADC) through 

continued interest in and active support of its mission. This is the Associate Alumnae 
of Douglass College’s highest award for service to the AADC. Eligible alumnae must 
have given 10 years active service, not necessarily in one time period, in some field of 

Associate Alumnae work directly connected with the central organization. 
This includes outstanding participation on association committees, with 
alumnae classes or networks, or as a member of the Board of Directors. 

ALUMNAE RECOGNITION AWARD
The Alumnae Recognition Award recognizes alumnae who have shown exceptional 
and sustained service to the Associate Alumnae of Douglass College for at least five 

years, not necessarily in one time period. 

AADC MEDAL
The AADC Medal recognizes individuals who have made outstanding contributions 

to the success of the Associate Alumnae of Douglass College or for exceptional service 
due to an unprecedented event. Honorees do not have to be alumnae. 

VANGUARD SERVICE AWARD
The Vanguard Service Award is presented to an NJC or Douglass alumna who 
graduated from NJC or Douglass College at least 50 years ago and has given 

outstanding, dedicated and sustained service to her class or to the 
Associate Alumnae of Douglass College over time. 

YOUNG ALUMNA MABEL AWARD
The Young Alumna Mabel Award recognizes outstanding service to the Associate 

Alumnae of Douglass College from a recent Douglass or Douglass Residential College 
graduate (one who graduated no more than 10 years ago). The young alumna must 

have given three years of active service. 

2021 ASSOCIATE ALUMNAE OF
DOUGLASS COLLEGE SOCIETY OF EXCELLENCE
The Associate Alumnae of Douglass College Society of Excellence recognizes 

alumnae who have made major contributions in their field of expertise and whose 
life’s work embodies exceptional accomplishments and leadership. 
Each year we honor alumnae who have excelled in their careers and 

distinguished themselves in their communities. 

To view lists of AADC Alumnae Award Recipients, visit links at  
www.douglassalumnae.org/alumnae/awards-for-alumnae
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2021 AADC ALUMNAE 
AWARDS HONOREES

MARGARET T. CORWIN AWARD
Dolores Ijames Bryant ’84

Dolores Ijames Bryant, Class of 1984, is an outstanding leader 
who has been steadfast in her commitment to the AADC. She 
has devoted countless volunteer hours and served as a thoughtful 
and engaged member of the AADC, on committees, on the 
Board of Directors, at events and programs, and as an active 
member of her class. Her loyalty, enthusiasm and service to the 
AADC has been unwavering and we are proud to present her 
with the highest award for service.

Over the last four decades, Dolores has been valued member 
of the AADC community. She continues to share keen insights 
as a member of the AADC Board of Directors and as a member 

of the Negotiations Committee and Alumnae Awards Committee. Dolores has been an 
active member of the AADC Black Alumnae Network for more than 30 years and is a past 
President. She has shared her expertise from more than 25 years as a Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker and a Certified Clinical Supervisor. This includes serving as a panelist at the 2018 
Jewel Plummer Cobb Sisters Conference, “Having the Conversation: Sexual Violence and the 
Black Woman.”

She is also a dedicated volunteer at various AADC signature events. Most recently, 
Dolores was emcee at the first-ever AADC 2020 Virtual Awards Ceremony. Her welcoming 
presence encourages alumnae engagement and connections. She was recognized for her 
service with the AADC Alumnae Recognition Award in 1991. Dolores has generously been 
a consistent donor to the AADC Annual Appeal. Her support strengthens AADC programs 
and initiatives for all in our alumnae community.

ALUMNAE RECOGNITION AWARD
Linda Caldwell Epps ’73
As Vice President for Development on the AADC Board of 
Directors, Linda Caldwell Epps ’73, Ph.D. provides valuable 
insight and leadership. Linda’s role as Chair of the AADC 95th 
Anniversary Gala Celebration in 2018 inspires her continued 
work as a member of the Development Committee as we 
prepare to celebrate our 100th Anniversary in June 2022. She 
also serves as a member of the Negotiations Team and the Black 
Alumnae Network, sharing expertise to help fulfil our mission 
and advance the AADC.

Throughout her career and as a volunteer, she has been 
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dedicated to public service and to leading the charge of diversity and equity in higher 
education. Linda, an historian and president and CEO of 1804 Consultants, has presented 
insightful virtual talks followed by Q&A sessions. As part of the AADC’s commemoration of 
Black History Month this year, she presented, “Taking Her Freedom: Ona Judge, the Woman 
who Defied George & Martha Washington.” She also presented an interactive AADC Smart 
Talk in 2020, “Healing Through the Arts.” 

A distinguished alumna, she was inducted into the AADC Society of Excellence in 2014 
and served as Chair of the AADC 95th Anniversary Committee. She was also inducted into 
the Rutgers African-American Alumni Alliance, Inc., Hall of Fame in 2019 in recognition of 
her contributions to the Rutgers community.

She is a consistent supporter of the AADC Annual Appeal at the Mabel Smith Douglass 
Leadership Circle level. Linda was also a Gold Sponsor of the AADC Forward Together 95th 
Anniversary Gala in April 2018.

ALUMNAE RECOGNITION AWARD
Susan Goldfine ’63

Dr. Susan Goldfine ’63 has provided exceptional and sustained 
service to the AADC and to her class. She has served her class 
as President since 2013 and served on the Class of 1963 50th 
Reunion Committee. She enthusiastically brings small groups 
of classmates together for lunch, dinner and cultural events. She 
encourages classmates and alumnae to participate in AADC 
Alumnae Reunion Weekend and other AADC events and 
programs, which she regularly attends. During the pandemic, 
Susan organized her classmates to take part in alumnae volunteer 
outreach and thereby ensured that most of the members of the 
Class of 1963 received a caring personal call from a classmate, 

resulting in renewed and on-going connections.
She has provided outstanding leadership as Co-Chair of the New York City Regional 

Connection Group for nearly 10 years. Susan eagerly helps organize cultural events, 
luncheons and programs for alumnae in New York City and the surrounding area. Most 
recently, she helped organize a virtual gathering featuring an art talk and exhibit, and 
a cocktail making demonstration. She participated in previous group gatherings to see 
Broadway shows that included special backstage talks, to museums and other programs.

Susan is a consistent donor of the AADC Annual Appeal at the Mabel Smith Douglass 
Leadership Circle level. She and her brother generously established the Herman and Jeanne 
B. Goldfine Scholarship in honor of their parents.

(Linda Caldwell Epps ’73, continued)
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ALUMNAE RECOGNITION AWARD
Karen Lynch ’79

Karen Lynch ’79 has stayed connected and shown insightful 
leadership on the AADC Board of Directors, serving as 
Vice President for Alumnae Relations and previously as the 
first-appointed Alumnae Engagement Chair and Co-Chair 
of the Strategic Planning Committee. She also has served as 
Class Alumnae Council Representative. Karen’s enthusiasm 
and dedication to the AADC helps to engage, empower and 
encourage our alumnae community.

As a Mentor in the AADC Mabel’s Alumnae Mentoring 
program for the last three years, Karen has shared experience 
from her corporate career in marketing and encouraged younger 

alumnae. Karen has also provided guidance for the annual AADC Volunteer Leadership 
Training Program.

Karen is a long-time member of the Reunion Committee and regularly volunteers 
at AADC Alumnae Reunion Weekend. She has also helped organize Regional Group 
gatherings in the Philadelphia area. Karen regularly attends various AADC events, programs 
and lectures, including the Victoria Dabrowski Schmidt ’42 Workplace & Professional 
Development Symposium. She participated in our alumnae outreach initiative, calling 
classmates during the pandemic with care and concern.

She is a consistent donor to the AADC Annual Appeal at the Mabel Smith Douglass 
Leadership Circle level.

YOUNG ALUMNA MABEL AWARD
Candace Gaddy-Kates ‘14
Candace Gaddy-Kates, Class of 2014, brings the enthusiasm she 
demonstrated as an active Douglass Residential College student 
to the AADC in a wide range of alumnae activities. Candace has 
become an active alumna and alumnae leader. She embodies 
all the characteristics of a young alumnae leader. She is kind, 
dedicated and genuinely interested in helping her sister alumnae. 
She is committed to the AADC’s mission and demonstrates this 
through her volunteerism. She regularly attends AADC signature 
events, lectures and programs and promotes them to other young 
alumnae.   

Candace has maintained strong ties, quickly becoming 
involved with AADC affinity networks for young alumnae and Black alumnae. Candace 
has been an active member of the AADC Young Alumnae Network (YAN) since 2015. 
She is passionate about her involvement with the AADC Black Alumnae Network (BAN) 
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and currently serves as Vice President. As a member BAN’s Jewel Plummer Cobb Sisters 
Conference Planning Committee, she helps bring light to the issues concerning Black 
alumnae and ways to provide safe spaces for discussions.

Candace is an engaged participant in the Victoria Dabrowski Schmidt ’42 Workplace and 
Professional Development Symposium each year. She has also participated in the AADC 
Mabel’s Alumnae Mentoring Program as a Mentee. Candace also supports the AADC 
Annual Appeal and her contributions, along with those of classmates and friends, keep our 
AADC mission in motion. 

VANGUARD SERVICE AWARD
Sheila Kelly Hampton ’70

Since her graduation in 1970, Sheila Kelly Hampton has been 
steadfast in her commitment to the AADC, her class and our 
alumnae sisterhood. She has demonstrated unwavering loyalty, 
enthusiasm, dedication and selfless service. Sheila’s leadership, 
generosity and service impact countless alumnae.

Sheila is most deserving of this award because she has actively 
supported the mission of the AADC and her alumnae sisters for 
more than five decades. She has supported the AADC not only 
financially but also with her time, talents and wisdom. Sheila has 
demonstrated an ongoing commitment through her unwavering 
participation on AADC committees and attendance at events and 

programs since her graduation. She has also been a strong advocate and devoted countless 
volunteer hours to the AADC.

Sheila provided outstanding service as a two-term AADC President from 2004-2008, and 
her spirit inspired our alumnae community. She served on the AADC Board of Directors 
as Vice President for Development and Public Relations and also has provided guidance as 
annual fund Chair, a Major Gifts Ambassador, on the Alumnae Outreach Committee and as 
Chair of the Executive Director Search Committee in 2002. She is a long-time class officer, 
serving as Vice President and Fund Agent.

She is the recipient of the AADC Medal, the Margaret T. Corwin Award and the Alumnae 
Recognition Award. Each honor recognizes her outstanding contributions to our alumnae 
community. She has provided ongoing support and advocacy, including as a proponent of 
our alumnae organization and community at rallies during the “Save Douglass” campaign in 
2005 and the “Save AADC” campaign in 2015. In recognition of her leadership, the Sheila 
Kelly Hampton Prize for Douglass (student) Leadership was created in 2009.

Sheila is a consistent supporter of the AADC Annual Appeal at the Mabel Smith Douglass 
Leadership Circle level and has participated in every major fundraising campaign. She truly 
has  made a difference.

(Candace Gaddy-Kates ‘14, continued)
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AADC MEDAL
Arthur Rubinstein

Arthur Rubinstein has provided support and insight to 
the AADC and our diverse alumnae sisterhood. He has 
demonstrated unwavering loyalty, enthusiasm and dedication 
and helps the AADC fulfill its mission. His commitment has 
impacted generations of alumnae and assures the AADC’s 
ongoing success.

Through his generous support with his wife Alice Herman 
‘70, he established the Alice Herman and Arthur Rubenstein 
Scholarship in Memory of Ethel and Abe Herman in 2002. 
His generosity and ongoing support of this scholarship have 
provided full tuition to needy and deserving students, all of 

whom have been able to proudly join the ranks of our alumnae sisterhood.  
He has further provided support to The Friendship Fund, a scholarship that honors the 

late Diane Gingold ’70 and was created by Alice in 2003 to honor her classmate. He helps 
ensure that the scholarship continues to provide meaningful assistance to its recipients. For 
nearly 20 years, he has attended AADC benefactor events to meet personally with recipients 
and to encourage their academic pursuits. 

Arthur also provided financial support to the Campaign for Douglass, which benefited 
both of these scholarships and the creation of the Kathleen W. Ludwig Global Village Living 
Learning Center. Arthur’s dedication to AADC leadership and our community has been 
exemplary. He is an invaluable part of our AADC community. 

Arthur has been a stalwart advocate of our alumnae community for decades and has 
made an impact, including during “Save AADC.” His unwavering support of the AADC was 
also clearly and effectively expressed to key University leaders. He is a loyal supporter of the 
AADC Annual Appeal at the Mabel Smith Douglass Leadership Circle level.
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AADC AWARDS
COMMITTEE

Deborah Crouch ’94, Chair
Dolores Ijames Bryant ‘84
Isabel Goll Drzewiecki ‘61
Inez Phillips Durham ‘57

Allie Kroeper ‘15
Sharon Gant Yorlano ‘79
Valerie L. Anderson ’81, 
AADC Executive Director 

AADC FOUNDERS DAY
COMMITTEE

Sharon Gant Yorlano 79, Chair
Ruth Toni Howell Armstead ‘74

Deborah Crouch ‘94
Isabel Goll Drzewiecki ‘61
Linda Swenton Naselli ‘81

Q



When the sun first woke the ripples
in our gently-winding stream,
Raritan, in drowsy murmurs

whispered its prophetic dream,
till the songster caught the secret,

bore it aft on joyful wing,
caroled it among the tree tops,
till all nature seemed to sing.

Refrain
Hail the dawn of some fair future
when New Jersey lends her name

to crown the glory of a college
destined for enduring fame.

Hail the day when loyal daughters,
bound by ties of fealty,

sing their song of true devotion,
Alma Mater, N.J.C.

DOUGLASS COLLEGE ALMA MATER

Hear our voices, alma mater,
Douglass College, hail to thee!

Hearts in song now join together
in a pledge of fealty.

Though our future paths may sever,
thoughts of golden college days

in our hearts will live forever
as a constant song of praise.

Lyrics by Jean Gruen Munzer ’56  |  Music by Nancy Hoffacker Miller ’54

NJC ALMA MATER

Lyrics by Katherine Boynton Kisiel ‘22  |  Music by Howard D. McKinney
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Associate Alumnae of Douglass College Mission
The AADC is an independent 501 (c )(3) organization. The AADC 

develops and promotes connections among Douglass alumnae 
by providing programs, services, networks and life-long learning 

opportunities that represent the interests and needs of our diverse 
alumnae. The AADC provides prudent stewardship of the Douglass 
Fund and other endowed funds held by the AADC for the benefit 
of Douglass; distributions from these funds contribute financial 

support to Douglass and her students.
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ANNI V ERSARY

Proud History
to Bright Future

OF DOUGLASS COLLEGE

AADC

The AADC will soon celebrate our “Proud History to Bright Future” 
as we count down to our 100th anniversary in June 2022 

with special programs and events. Visit us at 
www.douglassalumnae.org/aadc-100th-anniversary 

to learn more and stay tuned!

douglassalumnae at


