
 

 

 
 
Class notes submitted to the 
Associate Alumnae of 
Douglass College by class 
secretaries by our December 
15, 2016 deadline are 
published here. The AADC 
relies on class secretaries for 
the accuracy of the information. 
We reserve the right to edit 
Class Notes. Class Notes 
deadlines are December 15 
and June 30 each year. 

 
’38 

Evelyn Ecke Outcalt 
78 Will Rogers Drive 
Apartment 304 
Saranac Lake, NY 12983 
 
’39 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org  
 
’40 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org  
 
’41  

Ada Glasser Bloom 
Douglass Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org 
 
Our condolences to Ada 
Glasser Bloom whose 
husband of 73 years, Lewis, 
passed away on December 26, 
2016. He is survived by their 
two sons and by grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. 
 
 
 
 

’42 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org  
 
The Class of 1942 celebrates 
its 75th Reunion in June. We 
hope you will come back to the 
Vanguard Luncheon and other 
activities during Alumnae 
Reunion Weekend, June 2-3. 
 
’43 

Beatrice Neidorf Beck 
420 Harrison Avenue 
Highland Park, NJ 08904 
 
’44 

Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org  
 
’45 

Angie Maruca Fenton 
1908 Wheaton Avenue 
Millville, NJ 08332 
 
’46 

Mary (Digi) Digirolamo Casella 
423 North Woodland Street 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Drmary07@aol.com 
 
’47 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org 
 
The Class of 1947 celebrates 
its 70th Reunion in June. We 
hope you will come back to the 
Vanguard Luncheon and other 
activities during Alumnae 
Reunion Weekend, June 2-3. 
 
’48 

Susan Hunn Emerson  
P.O. Box 160 
Jamesville, VA 23398 
s.emerson36@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
 

’49 

Rose Musumeci Cipriano 
345 Wyoming Avenue 
Millburn, NJ 07041 
 
Greetings ‘49ers! Isn’t it great 
to have our Alumnae 
magazine? Surely you must 
have some news you would 
like to share. Please send it 
along to my address so it may 
be included in the next issue – 
I’m hoping for a full mailbox. 
 
’50 

Eleanor Kandler Rodda             
194 Butternut Road 
Shavertown, PA 18708 
eleanor.rodda@frontiernet.net 
 
A note from Jean Forrest 
Hyde shared updates. Son Jim 
lives in Silver Spring, MD, and 
works at the NIH. Their 
grandson also lives in Silver 
Spring and is a landscape 
architect with a Master’s from 
Rutgers. (Louisa Lavelle 
commented that it seems that 
many moved to Maryland after 
Hurricane Sandy.) Jean and 
Bob’s other son is a lawyer, 
planning to retire in July 2017 
and relocate with his wife to 
North Carolina. Their daughter 
is in New York City doing 
marketing for Esty. Both of 
them are getting along well 
with a replaced hip for Jean 
and a replaced knee for Bob. 
 Laura Mitchell Heilman 
shares that her grandson, a 
college senior, has been 
contacted by some pro teams 
for his soccer abilities. She 
didn’t share any news about 
herself. 
 We had news from Louisa 
Hofstetter Lavelle in a 
Christmas note. Her grandson 
Kevin moved to Maryland after 
getting his Ph.D. in chemistry 
and starting at NIST (Bureau of 
Standards), so his father (her 

oldest) came from California to 
visit, and inspired siblings from 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania, 
North Carolina and Baltimore 
to come see them and meet 
Kevin’s children, Louisa’s 
great-grandchildren. It was 
quite a family gathering. Louisa 
also reports that she had seen 
Bunny Yates Adams family 
group on Facebook. 
 Just after I had submitted 
our last column, I had a note 
from Lois Ann Fink Kirby to 
tell me that her oldest daughter 
Edwinna died peacefully in her 
sleep on July 6, one day after 
Lois Ann’s 87th birthday. The 
family had a small memorial 
service on July 23 in 
Pennsylvania. 

As for me, sadly, my 
German cousin who visited me 
last May died of a nasty bout 
with cancer on December 28. 
I’m afraid that my efforts have 
been directed to that family 
even if I can’t be there at this 
terrible time. He leaves behind 
a wife and a nearly six-year-old 
boy. 
 Condolences: We mourn 
the passing of two classmates. 
Helen Krumwiede Shaara on 
June 4, 2016; and Evelyn Lea 
Thompson Toppman on June 
28, 2016. She is survived by 
her husband Bob, to whom she 
was married for almost 66 
years; and sons Russell and 
Lawrence and their wives. She 
spent 21 years as an Air Force 
wife. When they settled down 
in Lumberton, NJ, she taught 
school for 29 years, and spent 
21 years volunteering. She 
loved to travel and visited all 
seven continents and roughly 
50 countries -- and she loved 
cats, having at least one from 
the age of eight on. We offer 
our condolences. 
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’51 
Betty Bohsen Haupin 
32 Ellwood Road 
East Brunswick, NJ  
Bettyhaupin@aol.com  
 
Dorothy Eadie Johnson 
20 Wagner Street 
Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
Djoh688204@aol.com 
 
’52 

Dorothy Hoehler Teller 
539 Mountain Ave.#706 
New Providence,NJ 07974 
Dotell30@aol.com 
 
We celebrate our 65th Reunion 
in June. Class President Carol 
Petersen Oakes and our class 
officers have been busy 
making plans and we hope you 
will come back to the Vanguard 
Luncheon on Friday, June 2, 
and other Reunion events. 
 
’53 

Joan E. Blume 
Kent Crossing Apartments 
Rt. 291-101 Morgnec Road 
Apt K202 
Chestertown, MD 21620 
 
’54 

Helen Hatala 
Class President 
hfhatala@gmail.com 
 
As we shared in our last 
column, longtime class 
secretary Jean LoTruglio 
Ambrose passed away, sadly, 
last September. If you are 
interested in taking on the 
position, please reach out to 
me or to our Vice President 
Ingrid Folvig Eldridge at 
ieldridge@aol.com, or 
Fund Agent/Treasurer Adriana 
Ricci O’Toole at 
Adrianaotoole80@gmail.com. 
 
’55 

Eleanor Schenck Garretson 
eleanoragarretson@me.com 
   
’56  

Reiko Fukuyama Ohye 
80 Lawrence Drive 
Berkeley Heights, NJ 07922 
reikoohye@verizon.net 

 

I have been on campus 
several times this year, most 
recently to attend a talk by our 
classmate Dr. Sandra 
Harding. Sandra’s title is 
Distinguished Research 
Professor of Education and 
Women’s Studies at the 
University of California, Los 
Angeles. The event was called 
“A Day of Revolutionary 
Thinking” and was sponsored 
by Douglass Residential 
College, as well as by the 
School of Arts and Sciences 
Department of Women’s and 
Gender Studies, The Office of 
the Promotion of Women in 
Science, Engineering and 
Mathematics, and the Institute 
for Women’s Leadership. Her 
topic “Sciences from Below: 
The New Proper Scientific Self” 
addressed the question of 
alternatives to the ideal of 
value-free science.  

Sandra’s scholarly 
interests are in the philosophy 
of science and feminist and 
postcolonial theory. She has 
authored or edited 17 books 
and special journal issues. She 
also consults to international 
agencies including UNESCO 
and the United Nations. 

Several of us from the 
Class of ’56 were there and we 
enjoyed being able to chat with 
Sandra after her talk.  

The lecture by Sandra was 
held in the newly constructed 
Kathleen W. Ludwig Global 
Village Living-Learning Center 
on Jameson Campus. The 
opening of this center was 
made possible by a lead gift 
from Kathleen W. Ludwig 
DC’75 and nearly 300 
Douglass alumnae and friends 
as well as contributions from 
Rutgers University. This unique 
space combines a residential 
component with curricular 
activities and will serve as a 
hub for Global Education at 
Douglass. In touring the facility, 
we were impressed by the 
state-of-the-art technology and 
by the open architectural 
design of the meeting areas.  

In November, Lola Fuchs 
Kamp, Betty Jackson 
Holland George, and I 

attended an off Broadway 
performance by Anne Deavere 
Smith, who is a talented 
interpreter of current issues 
and of the people involved in 
them. We met Irene Pat 
Gilman for dinner afterwards, 
and had a chance to catch up 
on her activities. Some of you 
may remember her as the 
assistant to Marion Moore, the 
Director of the Student Center. 
After a career as an English 
teacher in Highland Park and 
then in Japan, Pat has lived in 
New York City for many years, 
continuing to teach part time at 
various venues, spending 
summers in a cabin in 
Massachusetts, and enjoying 
fully the cultural offerings of the 
city. 

In October, I was invited to 
speak at the Chapel to 
incoming freshmen enrolled in 
their Knowledge and Power 
course about my experiences 
in a Relocation Camp during 
World War II, when all those of 
Japanese heritage living on the 
West Coast were forcibly 
evacuated and interned. 
Although I was quite young at 
that time and thought perhaps 
my impressions might not be 
so meaningful, I was prevailed 
upon to share my experiences. 
The students are learning 
about the many facets of this 
political decision and the 
subsequent consequences and 
events that followed the 
dispersal of the camp 
population at the end of the 
war. I thoroughly enjoyed 
engaging with the young 
women whom I found to be so 
earnest and interested, 
especially in light of the current 
concerns of racism against 
immigrant groups. 

Patty Oliver Rege was in 
the process of selling her home 
and moving into an apartment 
in a senior complex in Denville, 
NJ last summer when we met 
for our reunion. She is now 
comfortably settled into her 
new home at the Oaks at 
Denville and is finding it 
conveniently located near 
some of her children and an 
easy bus trip into the city.  

My roving reporter, Carole 
Fine Simonse, has kindly 
offered to contribute a couple 
of paragraphs below for our 
column: “On a lovely 
September afternoon, six 
members of our class strolled 
into the welcoming tea room of 
the Astor Court at the St. Regis 
Hotel in New York City to enjoy 
our annual tea. Conversation 
flowed, and we sipped and ate 
all the lovely tea delicacies the 
hotel provides. We talked so 
long it intruded into the cocktail 
hour, but catching up with each 
other is such a delight. The 
group resolved to attend in the 
fall instead of braving the 
December cold as we had 
formerly done. Present were 
Judy Adoff Schwartz, Lola 
Fuchs Kamp, Barbara Larsen 
Klett, Patty Doyle Oliver 
Rege, Reiko Fukuyama 
Ohye, and Carole Fine 
Simonse. A few of our regulars 
were unable to attend, but we 
hope they will be at our next 
tea.  

Taking a longer trek, Herm 
and I flew to Eugene, Oregon, 
for the family’s annual 
gathering at Thanksgiving. 
What a joyful time it was! Our 
two sons also joined us with 
their families minus those away 
at school. (Although our 
granddaughter, Kendal, came 
in from New Orleans.) She is 
managing to complete Tulane 
in three and a half years. Now 
she is totally fluent in Spanish 
having spent seven months in 
Bolivia and Chile on her 
semester abroad. We were 
treated to the usual drizzly 
weather in Eugene, but we 
found on our return here that 
the weather was gloomier. 
Looking forward to our sixtieth 
anniversary!” 

Carole was recently 
honored at a benefit dinner 
hosted by the Arc Foundation 
of Somerset County for her 25 
years of volunteering for this 
worthwhile organization. The 
Arc of Somerset County 
provides quality services and 
advocacy for individuals with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities and their families to 
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support development and 
achievement at every stage of 
life. I was pleased to be invited 
to this gala occasion. 

Condolences: Sadly, 
have been notified of the loss 
of two classmates. Carola 
Benecke died on October 11, 
2015 in Doylestown, Pa. She is 
survived by two sisters and a 
sister-in-law and by many 
nieces, nephews, great 
nephews and nieces, and by 
many caring friends. Carola 
was active in St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church’s Aid for 
Friends Ministry. A touching 
note from her nephew, Richard 
Benecke, was in her guest 
book after services. It read: “ 
My Aunt Carol was like a 
second mother. She didn’t 
judge you, would support 
(most) of your decisions, and 
would always have time to 
listen. She was a world 
traveler, but lived in 
Doylestown for most of her life. 
She loved beagles mostly, but 
all dogs. She died peacefully at 
home, which I am grateful for. I 
will sorely miss her.” 

Grace Eleanor Sweeny 
Alznauer died on May 12, 
2016 after a brief illness. Her 
husband, Bill, predeceased her 
in 2015. They had resided in 
Fernandina Beach in Florida 
for many years, having moved 
from New Jersey in 1987. She 
is survived by her two 
daughters and their husbands, 
four grandchildren, her brother, 
a brother-in-law, a sister-in-law, 
and many nieces and 
nephews, as well as by four 
great nieces. After graduating 
from Douglass with a degree in 
the German Language and 
Literature, and marriage to Bill, 
whom she first met in grade 
school, she took in stride the 
many moves back and forth 
from Europe for Bill’s work, and 
became fluent in French. She 
was involved in her children’s 
activities, being both a Brownie 
and a Girl Scout leader, taught 
Sunday School at the church in 
Brielle, became a PTA 
president, and served with 
distinction on the Brielle School 
Board in the 1970s. Grace 

fulfilled a lifelong dream of 
becoming a nurse and in 1983 
received an Associate degree 
in Nursing. She continued in 
the nursing profession after 
moving Florida, retiring in 
1997. After retirement, she and 
Bill enjoyed years of travel and 
spending time with family and 
grandchildren.  
 
’57  

Marjory Lockie Bradshaw 
320 Partridge Run 
Mountainside, NJ 07092 
mlb320@comcast.net 
 
We are celebrating our 60th at 
Alumnae Reunion Weekend, 
June 2-3. We are hosting a 
Class of 1957 Tea at 
Woodlawn from 5:00 to 6:30 
pm on Friday, June 2. Thank 
you to Nezi Phillips Durham 
for stepping in to help put this 
together since Julie began the 
planning. Following the 
Vanguard Lunch earlier in the 
day, there will be several 
afternoon offerings, after which 
you will have ample time to 
freshen up and get to 
Woodlawn by 5:00.  

Gerry Mark Stapleton, 
our Vice President and 
Reunion Chair, Nezi, and I, 
Marjory Lockie Bradshaw 

recently got together for 
another planning session, 
along with emailed suggestions 
from Rose Silkowitz Feder, 
our Illinois-based Treasurer 
and Fund Agent. On behalf of 
all class officers, we hope to 
see you back on campus for 
Reunion! 

 Some of you may 
have already hear the sad 
news of the death of our Class 
President and Historian Julie 
Toler Preis, the dynamo who 
created our 50th Reunion 
Booklet, who came to every 
Vanguard Luncheon, and who 
loved all things Douglass. She 
passed away on October 5, 
2016. 

We also lost another 
treasured class officer, Maria 
Costanzo Sibilia, our Alumnae 
Council Representative, who 
passed away on February 25, 
2016. We will miss both these 
wonderful women who served 
our class with enthusiasm and 
devotion. Thank you to Faith 
Jaffa Goldstein, who has 
agreed to serve as Alumnae 
Council Representative, 
completing Maria’s term. 

For my news, my husband 
and I had the pleasure of 
seeing our friend and 
classmate Nezi Phillips 

Durham honored by the 
Central Jersey Alumnae 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. at its Annual 
Award Brunch Celebrating 
Excellence, held in Edison. 
Introduced by her daughter, Dr. 
Jennifer Durham, Nezi (Dr. 
Inez Phillips Durham) was 
named “Celebrating Excellence 
Honoree CJA Living Legacy,” 
recognizing many years of 
service as a community activist 
and advocate, educator, 
innovator and civic leader. 
Throughout all her many other 
activities, Nezi has continued 
her close association with alma 
mater. At the AADC, she has 
served on the Board of 
Directors, supported the 
establishment of the AADC 
Black Alumnae Network, 
received the Alumnae 
Recognition Award, and is a 
member of the AADC Society 
of Excellence. 

Condolences: Sadly, we 
also note the passing of 
classmates Harriet Siegel 
Smulen on March 5, 2016; 
Gail Inman Sayegh on 
October 19, 2016; Dorothy 
Cepka Lozak on July 8, 2015; 
and Joyce Fitzgeorge Gee on 
November 5, 2015. 
 
’58 

Ellen Miller Samuel 
168 Larchwood Avenue 
Oakhurst, New Jersey 07755 
boonesam@icloud.com 
 
As we mentioned in the last 
column, those of us who 
gathered for our September 
mini-reunion at Laura Hofing’s 
lovely house on Long Beach 
Island have continued 
discussions about our 2018 
60th Reunion. You’ll be hearing 
from our Reunion Chair, Gail 
Houlihan, to find out how 
many of you may be able to 
attend. We welcome your ideas 
for a weekend that will be truly 
memorable. Please contact 
either myself, Ellie Winslow or 
Gail if you would like to be part 
of the planning for this 
momentous event. Also, Mark 
your calendars with the special 
dates, April 21, 22, 23 & 24, 
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2018, special Reunion dates to 
celebrate anniversaries of 
AADC and alma mater. 

Carole Gorsky Sherman 
and her husband have just 
moved from their home of 52 
years and are settling into 
condo living. She writes, “We 
travel a lot and just returned 
from a trip in the Pacific 
Northwest, where we traveled 
in the footsteps of the Lewis 
and Clark expedition. Last year 
we spent a month in Africa, 
ending with a safari, so it was 
nice to travel within our own 
beautiful country. Our 
grandchildren now range in 
age from 18 to 23. Our eldest 
granddaughter graduated from 
University of Pennsylvania last 
May and is living and working 
in DC. Our other 
granddaughter is a junior at 
Cornell, a grandson is a 
sophomore at University of 
Michigan and another 
grandson is a freshman at 
Northwestern. The last 
grandson is a senior in high 
school. Can't believe our 60th 
is coming next year. Hope I 
can attend and see all of our 
classmates. We spend our 
winters in Jensen Beach on 
Hutchinson Island in Florida 
and I would like to catch up 
with anyone living there if 
possible. So until 2018, stay 
well.” 

Pat Kurtz Ameling 
shares, “My husband, Jim 
Ameling, passed away on 
October 9, 2016. He was in 
hospice care here at home 
from the end of April due to 
the increasing effects of 
congestive heart failure. I have 
a supportive group of friends 
from our church who helped 
me and our local daughter, and 
an excellent health care 
agency that supplied 24/7 care 
aides for the last several 
weeks. We held a celebration 
service of his life and it was 
attended by a remarkable 
group of friends, family and 
community members. I am 
working on the paper work that 
follows such an event, and am 
blessed with continuing support 
of family and friends. My 

favorite saying at the moment 
is ‘never forgotten, always 
missed, forever loved.’” Gail 
Phillips Houlihan attended the 
service. 

I heard from Mary Alice 
Bisbee who shares, “I suspect, 
we are all wondering just what 
is happening to our wonderful 
country and our very fragile 
planet's ecosystem. As I 
picketed for Standing Rock this 
week, against Toronto 
Dominion Bank that is funding 
the fracking and the Dakota 
Pipeline, I realize how much 
more active even us old-timers 
must be to try to save our 
planet for our grandchildren 
and great grandchildren as so 
many one per-centers continue 
to grow rich. In Vermont, 
everyone except for those in 
their mega-mansions at the ski 
areas continue to lose their 
status in the middle class as 
our savings buy even less than 
it did last year. We can live 
without money and oil, but we 
can't live without water!” 

Loretta Dunkleman sent 
her involvement at Accola 
Griefen at CONTEXT Art 
Miami. She was an exhibitor of 
her art in their exhibition in 
early December. If any of our 
classmates are in the Miami 
area and would like more 
information about future shows, 
reach out to the organization. 
Also, Loretta would love to link 
up with other classmates in the 
area and I will provide her 
contact information upon 
request. 

Mary Anne McLean 
Bradford shared, “I cannot 
offer news of having earned 
degrees in higher education, 
no doctorates or master’s 
degrees. I have not travelled 
extensively as have many of 
our classmates, but I would like 
to offer the news that my 
second book has just been 
published. It is entitled Wildings 
in Fields, Woods and Watery 
Places.” She also sent a 
beautiful brochure with 
samples of the work that 
appears in the book. The 
original drawings for the book 
are now housed in the 

permanent archives of the New 
York Botanical Garden. If 
anyone would like learn more 
about Mary Anne’s work you 
can contact Sisco Publishing at 
brian@siscopublishing.com. 

Our very busy President, 
Ellie vom Eigen Winslow, 
sent an inspiring message. 
“Daily life in Maplewood 
remains much the same: 
enjoying house, garden, dog, 
many friends, in a town I love. I 
continue working part-time at 
Maplewood Memorial Library, 
with enough hours to keep me 
mentally stimulated and 
involved in the community. I’ve 
often written of my love of 
choral music and this year 
offers two highlights. In July a 
good friend and I went for a 
week of the Berkshire Choral 
International program in 
Vienna, Austria. I had visited 
this beautiful city some years 
ago and it was good to renew 
acquaintance. But best was 
rehearsing Schubert and 
Haydn masses under the 
direction of Jane Glover. 
Everything went well until the 
end of the week, when she fell 
from a rickety podium during 
rehearsal in our concert hall 
and broke an arm in two 
places. Needless to say, she 
wasn’t able to conduct the 
concert but fortunately an 
Austrian conductor was able to 
step in at the last minute. 
Another Berkshire experience 
is already on my calendar for 
next summer. I’ve joined the 
Masterwork Chorus of 
Morristown, now under an 
excellent new conductor, and 
will be kept busy learning and 
performing music with this 
group. I’m so grateful for my 
choral experiences at 
Douglass, which got me started 
in this inspiring avocation.” 

We have received news 
that Judy Handshuh Fine’s 
husband, Bob, passed away 
during the summer. The class 
extends sympathy to Judy and 
her entire family. 

Condolences: We are 
saddened to report the death of 
Katherine Brockett Joslin 
and extend our condolences to 

her husband, Rev. David 
Joslin, in Westerly, RI. 

We have also received 
word that Olga Kiecenuk 
Komich passed away on 
February 7, 2016. 
 
’59 

Flora Buchbinder Cowen 
99 George Avenue 
Edison NJ 08820 
fbcowen1@aol.com 
 
Rose Ann Borichewski 
Howarth sends an annual 
letter in December, and 
classmate Mary Cardinale 
shared her copy of the letter 
with us. Rose Ann and her 
husband Ron reported that 
various medical issues led to a 
move from their longtime home 
in North Brunswick to the 
Meadow Lakes community in 
East Windsor, NJ, which Rose 
Ann describes as “...a safe, 
comfortable, supportive and 
lovely atmosphere,” where the 
following amenities are 
provided: “Health care, two 
pools (one indoor, one 
outdoor), 100 acres 
(arboretum), very good meals, 
cleaning services, numerous 
activities, trips, artistic 
performances, continuing 
education, and more!”  

Carol Ann Miles Martz 
and her husband Harry sent a 
“Happy Holidays” letter to 
Lenore Marcus Livingston in 
Florida. Lenore then suggested 
I ask for a copy (ah, the 
wonders of email!) Sent from 
Carol Ann’s home in Los 
Alamos, NM, it included, “As 
friends have stated, our bodies 
just aren’t what they used to 
be; and we can do almost 
everything we used to do, just 
more slowly. Out of due 
caution and what we deem to 
be good judgment, we donated 
our ice skates to a good cause. 
We continue to celebrate and 
count our blessings that we 
can still travel, snowshoe, hike, 
maintain our homes, and enjoy 
visits with family and happy 
times with our friends.” Carol 
Ann played a fair amount of 
pickleball this past summer and 
even earned a bronze medal in 
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women’s doubles in the Angel 
Fire “Beat the Heat” pickleball 
tournament. Harry is a very 
good player, but opts not to 
compete. 

Carol Ann reports, “Our 
various community and 
volunteer activities as well as 
our two church families involve 
many wonderful friends whom 
we enjoy and cherish. We 
seem to laugh more than ever 
in our lives—some of that 
laughter is at ourselves! We 
are blessed in so many ways, 
including our return trip last 
March to the UMCOR West 
warehouse in Salt Lake City to 
work on kits for disaster areas. 
As one of the more than two 
dozen volunteers on our team 
stated, it was like being at 
summer camp. The 
camaraderie proves to be a 
huge benefit of that 
experience, not to mention the 
beautiful road trip with snow-
capped mountains as a 
backdrop. 

“In April, we continued 
exploring our amazing country 
by journeying to the Southeast. 
Our trip featured Charleston, 
Savannah, Jekyll Island, St. 
Augustine and Jacksonville. 
Ah, the food, the history, the 
culture, the plantings, and the 
southern charm! An entirely 
different world for us!”  

If you are interested in the 
rest of the news found in the 
holiday letters from Rose Ann 
and Carol Ann, let me know, 
and we can send a copy to 
you. 

Our class president Lois 
Rabinowitz Steinberg, in 
Florida in the winter with her 
husband Richard, tells us that 
she attended a very informative 
One-Day University program in 
West Palm Beach during 
November with Rhoda Katz 
Brenner, and some of Rhoda’s 

friends. Some of Lois’ other 
activities include “attending an 
opera appreciation class every 
week at the Society of the Four 
Arts in Palm Beach; I have 
been doing this for several 
years. Also, I am the Chair of 
the JCC Book Festival here in 
Palm Beach County. Last year 

I co-chaired it; this year it is just 
me. We have more than 15 
events throughout the year 
where we bring in an author for 
various types of programs.”  

And, speaking of authors, I 
have a proud Douglass 
moment to pass along to all of 
you! In November, I attended 
the annual Book and Author 
Event at my congregation in 
Metuchen, NJ, where a panel 
of four authors spoke about 
their books. One of the 
authors, Amy Gottlieb, was 
introduced as a graduate of 
Clark University, which 
immediately made me think of 
our classmate Serena Sue 
Yasgur Hilsinger, who had 
been a faculty member at 
Clark. At the book-signing 
portion of the event, I asked 
Amy if she had ever taken a 
class with Professor Hilsinger 
at Clark. Upon hearing my 
question, Amy’s eyes opened 
wide, and she exclaimed, “She 
was my favorite professor!! I 
took every course that she 
taught!!” Returning home after 
the Book and Author Event, I 
telephoned Sue to tell her of 
meeting Amy (and to ask her if 
I could share her address with 
Amy, who requested the 
information in order to send a 
copy of her book to Sue), and 
the ensuing phone 
conversation with Sue was 
delightful.  

We send sincere 
condolences to our classmate 
Ana Torres Ortiz de 
Montellano, whose husband 
Bernard died on December 2, 
2016, in Austin, TX. Survivors 
also include sons Bernardo 
and Victor, and four 
grandchildren. 

Condolences: Sad to 
report, our classmate Elaine 
Scurtis died on October 26, 
2016, in Miami, FL. As a 
student, Elaine served as a GA 
representative during 
sophomore year, and she was 
a Soph Guide. She sang with 
the Voorhees Chapel Choir 
sophomore and junior years, 
and she was a Housechair in 
her senior year. After 
graduation, Elaine was a music 

educator in the Springfield, NJ, 
area. She is survived by her 
brother John Scurtis, many 
cousins, nieces, and nephews. 
 
’60 

Dolores Dooley Newman 
30 Longview Rd. 
East Fallowfield, PA 19320 
aldnewman@comcast.net 
 
Sending wishes to all of my 
classmates for a happy and 
healthy year. Marilyn 
Rockafellow Sirasky and 
husband Fred visited the 
Newmans last September for 
several days. They have an RV 
that they travel around the 
country in, and they were on 
their way back to Sarasota, 
Florida, where they live. We 
had fun just being together, 
showing them some of the 
local PA sights in our area. 
Marilyn, as you may 
remember, was the first Miss 
New Jersey from Douglass 
back in 1958. She and Fred 
are still involved with 
performing and writing works 
for the stage. They enjoy all the 
travel the RV affords them. It 
was great to see them. 
 

 
Pictured: Marilyn Rockafellow 
Sirasky, left, with Dolores 
Dooley Newman. 
 

I talked to our president, 
Phyllis Talluto Logie and she 
is involved with the 
Memorabilia Committee. She 
had lunch with Lynn Dittus, 
who is on several committees 
at Rutgers. Those gals are 
always busy. 

Ruth Farb is still golfing 
and is a consultant for several 
golf tournaments in South 
Carolina.  

As for me, my husband Al 
and I are still doing some 
traveling when time allows us. 
Our three grandchildren live in 
Nashville, TN. We try to visit 
when we can. 

I would greatly appreciate 
any news, classmates, that you 
can send me. Let's make the 
column more newsworthy. 
Please note that other classes 
read this column. It is a good 
way to let everyone know what 
is going on in your life. 
 
’61 

Ruth Rasmussen Walker 
51 East Shore Drive 
Vernon, NJ 07462 
laabstrw@hotmail.com 
 
’62 
Jeanne Rec LeClair 
120 Green Hills Drive 
Shelburne, VT 05482 
chijl@comcast.net 
 
We celebrate our 55th Reunion 
in June. We hope you will 
come back to the Vanguard 
Luncheon and other activities 
during Alumnae Reunion 
Weekend, June 2-3. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Class Notes 
deadlines are 
June 30 and 

December 15. 

Please reach out 
to your Class 
Secretary to 
share news! 

mailto:aldnewman@comcast.net
mailto:laabstrw@hotmail.com
mailto:chijl@comcast.net
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’63 

Christine Pattee 
98 Brookline Rd. 
Coventry CT 06238 
C2pattee@aol.com 
 
Sharing some news from 
Reunion 2015 that I haven’t 
had a chance to include. Eight 
of us attended Vanguard 
Luncheon (see photo). It was a 
wonderful opportunity to see 
each other again. 

At the Vanguard Luncheon are  
Class of 1963 members, from 
left: Standing: Florence 
Morcheles Weisz, Eleanor 
Kwik Letcher, Christine 
Pattee, Carole Shaffer-Koros;  
seated: Sheila Levin Kremer, 
Esther Schachter Barcun, 
Susan L. Goldfine, Margaret 
"Betsy" Westermaier.  
 

Susan L. Goldfine 
established the Herman and 
Jeanne B. Goldfine scholarship 
through the AADC as a lasting 
tribute to the memory of her 
parents. The scholarship is 
awarded annually, based on 
need, to an undergraduate. 
Susan co-chairs the AADC 
New York City Regional 
Connection Group. To find out 
about their upcoming events, 
contact her at 
susan.goldfine@gmail.com. 

At the annual spring 
meeting of the American 
Literature Association in 
Boston, Carole Shaffer-Koros 
was awarded an Honorary 
Membership and a plaque for 
her dedication and scholarship 
by the Poe Studies 
Association, which she serves 
as Treasurer. Carole's 
husband, Robert Koros, honors 
her each year by endowing a 

Douglass scholarship in her 
name. 

Belated congratulations to 
Esther Schachter Barcun, 
who received the AADC's 
Alumnae Recognition Award. 
Classmates Myra Madnick, 
Susan Goldfine, Betsy 
Westermaier, Florence Weisz 
and Carole Shaffer-Koros 
joined her son and daughter to 
cheer her on for the ceremony. 
This award was in recognition 

of 40 years of volunteer service 
to our class and the AADC.  

Leah Gaskin Fitchue 
celebrated her final 
Commencement Week and 12-
year tenure as president of 
Payne Theological 
Seminary. After getting her MA 
from Howard University and 
Ph.D. from University of 
Maryland, Mae Turner Reggy 
spent 27 years in Nairobi, 
Kenya, working with the United 
Bible Societies as literacy 
consultant for 28 African 
countries. She has traveled to 
more than 55 countries in Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the Middle 
East, authored several books 
and contributed articles to The 
Women’s Study New 
Testament, the Africa Bible 
Commentary and Worship and 
Mission for the Global Church: 
an Ethnodoxology Handbook. 
She is listed in the Circle of 
African Women Theologians 
and Outstanding Scholars of 
Twentieth Century. She 
presently serves on the Adjunct 
Faculty at Beulah Heights 
University in Atlanta, GA, and 
as Guest Lecturer at the 
Monrovia Bible College in 
Liberia, West Africa. She is a 
member of Grace Church 
International in Atlanta, GA, 

where she serves on the 
ministerial team. 

Eleanor “Ozzie” Ahsler 
and her partner Lin Pillard were 
married on December 19, 
2014. After 35 years, the state 
of North Carolina finally made it 
legal for them to do so. The 
Wilmington, NC, Regional 
AADC Connection Group 
meets for lunch several times a 
year and it is nice to have that 
local contact. For more 
information about the group, 
email eahsler@yahoo.com. 

BettyJane Crater 
Meulenbroek and husband 
Pieter retired in Alton Bay, NH, 
and celebrated their 50th 
anniversary with friends and 
family joining them on a dinner 
cruise on Lake Winnipesaukee. 

Adriane “Acey” Gurak 
Ludwick reports three trips to 
Tuskegee University in her role 
as Adjunct Professor there, 
visiting with college roommate 
Carole McAfee and other 
Douglass friends and American 
Chemical Society/Project 
SEED Committee trips to 
Dallas, TX, and San Francisco, 
CA. For the latter, sister 
Valerie Gurak Hollingsworth 

’77 joined her. After feeling a 
strange pain in her side, Acey 
realized she was one of the 
“lucky one-in-three” to get 
shingles. I was also a “lucky 
one,” so we both encourage 
our classmates to get the 
shingles vaccine! 

Lynne Agress and the 
Baltimore Women's Forum had 
lunch with Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor at the Supreme 
Court. It was all Q & A, and the 
Justice was warm, friendly, 
unassuming and brilliant.  

Judith Porges Hollander 
spent three weeks at 
Middlebury College in a 
Hebrew immersion program, 
pledging not to speak English, 
a challenging experience both 
intellectually and 
psychologically. To talk with 
her about it, contact her at 
judith.hollander@gmail.com.  

Rhea Bolasny Seagull 
bought a small home in 
Naples, FL, and will be 
transitioning to living there over 

the next year. So much stuff to 
go through before selling her 
New Jersey home! She asks if 
there any classmates in 
Naples, contact info 
rheacbs@aol.com. 

Florence Morcheles 
Weisz had a solo exhibition of 
"Stones of Resonance: China - 
Berlin - Jerusalem" featuring 
collages that derive their 
imagery from an exhilarating 
experience climbing the Great 
Wall of China, her fascination 
with the powerful, serene 
Buddhist architecture of Tibet 
and her complicated love of 
Jerusalem as expressed 
through images of stones. For 
more of her work, go to 
www.FlorenceWeisz.com.  

Elizabeth Grieder Ricci’s 

tenure with her most recent 
company, PHT Corporation, 
where she was VP of 
Engineering, ended when the 
company was sold. She’s 
decided not to seek yet another 
VP Engineering position, thus 
ending that full-time, high 
pressure chapter of her career, 
and will become a high tech 
consultant instead, an “Agile 
Transformational Coach.” She 
was an early adopter of this 
software industry process, so 
can present herself as an 
expert. She finds the 
certification classes easy 
compared to math classes at 
Douglass. It’s fun being a 
student again, doing 
homework, going to class, 
meeting others who want to do 
the same. 

Mary Lansdowne Bailey 
got her degree in physical 
education, then took a break 
from teaching elementary 
school to raise her kids. 
Looking to go back to work, 
she couldn’t get a job in that 
field because elementary ed 
was hiring only men as PE 
teachers, and back in the early 
70s, a principal could admit 
that openly! The family moved 
to Florida for her husband’s job 
and Mary has lived there ever 
since. After a divorce in 1984, 
as a single mother with 
children to support, she went to 
work as a physical therapy aide 

mailto:C2pattee@aol.com
mailto:eahsler@yahoo.com
mailto:judith.hollander@gmail.com
mailto:rheacbs@aol.com
http://www.florenceweisz.com/
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and got her Master’s in 
Physical Therapy, studying on 
the weekends while working 
full time at a rehab hospital. 
Though she missed working 
with kids in school, she 
enjoyed her work in outpatient 
rehabilitation because a lot of 
therapy is teaching. She’s been 
retired for two years from 
HealthSouth Sunrise Hospital, 
and wishes she could have 
joined classmates at Reunion. 

Joyce Reinert Ochs 
Parkinson shares that without 
a strong AADC, there is no 
strong advocate for women's 
education and leadership on 
campus.  

Adrienne Megerdichian 
Terrizzi expresses that she 
“truly doubts that without being 
educated at Douglass, my life 
would have taken the course 
that it gratefully has.” 

Although Ann Shulman 
Dorfman is not active with the 
AADC, she has contributed to 
the Annual Appeal generously 
for 40 years and offers her 
support to the AADC’s mission. 

 Roberta Lundy Headley 
just got back from traveling  
and also supports the AADC. 
Susan Barrish Claman had a 
fun get-together with Judy 
Temple Jackson and Fran 
Rosenstein.  

Francine Parietti 
Demarie thanks classmates 
and those working to support 
the AADC. 

Formation of the LGBTQA 
(Lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer and ally) 
AADC Pride Network was 
approved by the AADC Board. 
When the organizing group 
found themselves just a few 
names short of the number 
necessary for formal 
recognition, every woman 
present at the Vanguard 
Luncheon, listed in the first 
paragraph of this news, signed 
on. Additional signers included 
Eleanor M. Ahsler, Judith 
Porges Hollander, Francia 
Ehrlich Isakoff, Jill Frankfurt 
Karpf and Joan D’Agostino. I 
couldn’t be prouder or more 
grateful to my classmates. 
 

’64  

Peggy Pryor 
35 Truesdale Lake Drive 
South Salem, NY 10590 
peggyp @ prodigy.net 
 
From Israel Barbra Genser 
Avrahami proudly writes of 
“expanding her horizons” and 
that after two grueling years of 
intense work she has officially 
received her M. Ed. During this 
time she continued to work – 
and still works. Barbara is head 
of the English department at 
her high school. She enjoys 
her seven grandchildren, who 
range in age from 2 to 11 – six 
girls and a boy – and also 
tutors them in English. 

Rita Wald Sklar happily 
reports selling eight paintings 
to the Lucille Packard 
Children’s Hospital at Stanford. 
The hospital is expanding and 
will open in 2017. Rita’s 
paintings, celebrating diversity, 
will be on two of the hospital’s 
walls. Additionally, her painting 
“Play Soccer” was chosen for a 
banner in the Inner Sunset 
Banner Project and has been 
installed on Irving Street in San 
Francisco, across from the SF 
Women Artists’ Gallery. To see 
her work, go to 
www.ritasklar.com. 

In another note from 
California, Arlene Landau 
Lafferty says she is still busily 
working in real estate as 
yourealestatemom@aol.com. 
Arlene has been in real estate 
since 1979 and loves making a 
positive difference in people’s 
lives. She has passed this ideal 
down in the family as she 
reports her granddaughter 
raised $3000 for the American 
Diabetes Association by selling 
handmade rubberband 
bracelets door to door for $1 to 
$2. Her other granddaughter 
was recently bat mitzvahed. 
Arlene was happy to catch up 
with Peggy Blakeslee 
Hutchinson and husband 
Travis (RU ’64) when she 
came east and all attended the 
Iowa/Rutgers game last year.  

Although many classmates 
formally retired years ago, 
some are just “easing” into it, 

even after 50 or more years of 
work. In December Carol 
Spence Auletta formally 
retired from her work as 
Director, Program 
Management, at Envigo. At the 
same time, her email says she 
will still be performing peer 
reviews of study reports on a 
consulting basis and remain 
active in the American College 
of Toxicology (ACT) and the 
Society of Toxicology (SOT). 
Carol has spent her career in 
drug development or safety 
evaluation, helping advise Big 
Pharma and Biotech clients as 
a toxicologist and regulatory 
specialist for a contract 
research organization (CRO). 
She forwarded me a lovely 
letter from Envigo’s North 
American President (i.e., her 
boss) lauding her 
accomplishments – not just the 
publications and terms as 
president of ACT, the Mid-
Atlantic Society and several 
SOT specialty sessions – but 
her true value as teacher, 
mentor and leader. In 
recognition of her many 
achievements Carol just 
received the 2017 Smith and 
Hook Distinguished Service 
Award from the Women in 
Toxicology Special Interest 
Group. 

Susan Lai Leong owns 
up to being “partly” retired after 
50 years at Roswell Park 
Cancer Institute, where she 
has been Director of Graduate 
Studies for Cancer Pathology & 
Prevention. While at the 
Institute she earned her PhD in 
Human Physiology from the 
State University of NY at 
Buffalo. Among her many 
(impressive – just Google her) 
activities there has been 
overseeing clinical trials as well 
as the development of the 
LNCAP cell line used in 
research on prostate cancer. 
Sue says a career highlight 
was working on research and 
development for human 
interferon (used in MS) that 
she ushered into 
manufacturing and clinical 
trials. If this wasn’t enough, for 
the past 36 years she and her 

husband James co-founded 
and ran a well-known local 
Chinese restaurant, May Jen, 
in Amherst, NY, where they 
worked hard to introduce high 
quality Chinese cuisine to the 
community. Unfortunately, 
James passed away last 
February. He had retired 
several years earlier as 
Manufacturing Engineering 
Manager in the missile 
Systems Division of Moog, Inc. 
They have two children and 
three grandchildren. Happily, 
she says, all live nearby. 

Another highly-regarded 
class scientist, Annmarie 
Previte Sabb, has written to let 
me know she received a letter 
from the Board of Trustees of 
the NJ Inventors Hall of Fame 
informing her she was selected 
to receive an Innovation 
Award. It was presented at a 
black tie dinner in October. 

Now retired for two years, 
Carol Wieland Petrozzello 
spends a lot of time 
volunteering and loves it. 
Among other things, she 
serves on two Boards, the Art 
School and the Museum of Art 
at the University of Arizona. 
Her three kids are happily 
married and thriving and she 
enjoys her 5-year-old 
grandson. 

From Pennsylvania Mary 
Ann Fishbough Stangil writes 
that she’s busy but no “big” 
news. She has been teaching 
qigong to seniors, tap dancing, 
taking tai chi and assorted 
other classes, attending a book 
discussion club and a writer’s 
group. 

Among the year’s 50th 
wedding anniversaries is that 
of Betty Wirrer Croll and 
hubby Dennis. She says they 
spent three weeks in 
Scandinavia and bought a golf 
cart. The latter helps them get 
around and her grandkids love 
it. They are still happy in their 
Georgia golfing community 
where Betty volunteers with the 
gardens and both she and 
Dennis do monthly food 
delivery to those who can’t get 
to distribution centers. 

https://www.facebook.com/susan.b.claman
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Ruth Happel Mamunes 
says she’s looking forward to 
celebrating her 53rd wedding 
anniversary with Ted (RU ’66), 
perhaps on Trinidad & Tobago. 
She adds that initially she 
wasn’t sure if they’d survive 53 
days, much less 53 years. 
Although Hurricane Matthew 
left them with years of firewood 
from downed trees, Ruth says 
her home and the boats were 
undamaged. The 400-foot 
walkway on the dock was 
another story as it was stripped 
down to the piling and headers. 
As friends and family helped 
Ted rebuild, Ruth avoided the 
confusion by traveling to 
Iceland with her niece, sister-
in-law and a friend. She’s still 
studying the violin, which she 
says both satisfies, helps 
concentration and keeps her 
arthritic fingers moving as 
much as possible. 

Some classmates are 
simplifying their lives by 
moving. After 28 years Lynne 
Masto Silvestro sold her 
Galloway, NJ, home and 
moved nearby to a 1300 sq. ft. 
condo, 230 sq ft. less than her 
home (still larger than my 
place!) where she’s renting 
from a former student. She 
loves being a non-homeowner. 
Karen Goldsmith Adelman 
also has given up her NJ home 
to become a permanent 
resident of Florida. There she 
plays a lot of bridge, is on the 
Bridge Board for Unit 240 of 
the ACBL and satisfies her 
eclectic taste by access to local 
lectures from Indian River 
College and another group, 
and membership in a film 
series. Karen gets up to NJ 
and the Northeast to visit family 
and friends. Now she says, 
with the former cost of property 
taxes she can stay at a 
Residence Inn and not have to 
worry if the water heater goes. 
If you’re anywhere near Vero 
Beach, she invites you to give 
her a call. 

Not everyone is in when I 
call but sometimes husbands 
are willing to share some 
information (yay!). I recalled 
Maryann Turak Cochran had 

planned to be a veterinarian. It 
turns out she could not 
because she found she was 
allergic to fleas. So she 
followed up her undergraduate 
pre-med studies by going to 
Georgetown Medical School 
where she met her husband 
Tom. Maryann became a 
pediatrician and then a child 
psychiatrist (Tom’s field also). 
Today, in her spare time she 
raises sheepdogs. 

As I travel between 
Bradley Beach and 
Westchester, NY and pass by 
Leonia, sometimes I’ve found 
Reina Silverman Lightdale at 
home. We recently shared 
lunch while Reina caught me 
up on her family’s doings. 
Daughter Nina prepared a 
2017 calendar with pictures of 
all Reina’s and Charlie’s 
daughters as well as all the 
grandchildren. Reina was 
delighted with the effort, 
especially since her family is 
spread between the Boston 
area, the Philadelphia area, 
Brooklyn and the Los Angeles 
area. 
 
’65 

Helen Lee Potter 
585 Coldstream Drive 
Berwyn, PA 19312 
hlpotter96@gmail.com 
 
My last column was 
inadvertently cut during 
production of the last class 
notes, so I share belated news. 
Congratulations to Joyce 
Kovatch Albers-Schoenberg 
and Shirley Parker Levine 

upon their induction into the 
Douglass Society (now known 
as AADC Society of 
Excellence) on October 1, 
2016, for their 
accomplishments and 
leadership. They join previous 
inductees from our class: 
Janet Schneider Evanovich, 
Irene Etkin Goldman, Golden 
E. Johnson, Shirley Parker 
Levine, Eileen L. Poiani and 
Carole Frandsen St. Mark. 

Last spring at the AADC 
Founders Day celebration, 
Marilyn Marolda Steiner, 
received the Margaret T. 

Corwin Award for Alumnae 
Service, the highest award for 
service. Marilyn was 
recognized for her tireless and 
outstanding participation as a 
volunteer, serving on the Board 
of Directors and committees. 
Congratulations on the well-
deserved honors. Our class is 
grateful for your leadership.  

I, Helen Lee Hunter 
Potter, received an Alumnae 
Recognition Award for serving 
as your Class Secretary for 50 
years. (It has been a pleasure!) 
You can see photos in an 
album on the AADC’s Flickr 
page. I sat with Eileen Poiani. 
She has worked for St. Peter’s 
University more than 49 years, 
35 of which were teaching 
math. She was the first female 
to teach in the Math 
Department there. She then 
spent 12 years in Student 
Affairs and is now Special 
Assistant to the President. 

Last June, I enjoyed a 
brief mini-reunion with Karen 
Hoffman Bryson, Karen 
Hirshfeld Ralston, Ginny 
Carollo Rubin, Lynne 
Rosenblum Roberts, Margo 
Reiner and Sarah Noddings. 

We met in Santa Fe, NM, for 
four days where Karen R. and 
Lynne both live. Activities 
included a wonderful private 
tour of the amazing Georgia 
O’Keeffe museum, where 
Karen R. is a valued docent. 
We had a real inside view of 
the life and history of this 
remarkable artist, thanks to 
Karen. Lynne took us to see 
the Museum of International 
Folk Art and the Museum of 
Indian Arts and Culture, both of 
which should not be missed on 
a visit there. Of course we all 
enjoyed shopping for turquoise 
and silver and finding great 
restaurants! One evening we 
were treated to dinner at the 
Ralston Ranch with a 100-mile 
view (I don’t think I am 
exaggerating) of the high 
desert and distant mountains. 
Karen’s husband, Spencer, 
served wonderful margaritas 
and Karen, Lynne and Lynne’s 
partner of 26 years, Laurie, 
prepared a delicious meal. This 

really was the way to see this 
charming, friendly little city.  

Several little tidbits which I 
picked up in conversations – 
did you know that Karen 
Hirshfeld Ralston’s French 
students near the Mexico 
border were Spanish-speaking 
so she wrote a book for 
teachers teaching French to 
Spanish-speaking students. 
She and her husband moved 
20 times before finally settling - 
for good - in Santa Fe. Among 
Lynne Roberts’ many talents 
and gifts (teacher and 
counselor for two), Lynne is 
now a potter and works from 
her little studio called “Stuck in 
the Mud Farm and Pottery 
Studio.” Ginny Carollo Rubin 

was Director of Development at 
San Francisco Museum of Art 
for 12 years. Margot Reiner’s 

career was with the U.S. 
Foreign Service in South 
America and the Philippines, 
for starters. She has amazing 
and amusing stories. Sarah 
Noddings served as Legal 
Counsel for LORIMAR Pictures 
in LA. And my well-traveled 
roommate, Karen Bryson, was 
recently in Patagonia. 

You can see why being 
Secretary of this class is so 
exciting. I live vicariously 
through your activities! So send 
news, unless you want only to 
hear more about my travels! 

Condolences: Sympathy 
is extended to the family of 
Lynda Hohmann Santoro. 
She passed away on March 3, 
2016. 

 
’66 

Diana Thompson Adelizzi 
5 East Katherine Avenue 
Ocean View, NJ 08230-1136 
adelizzidc@verizon.net 
 
We continue to smile when we 
think about our wonderful 50th 
Reunion last year. Our 
Reunion was so special 
because of the time and 
proximity with classmates to 
share memories of our years at 
Douglass and to catch up on 
our lives in the 50 years since. 
The intimacy and access of the 
University Inn, on the edge of 

mailto:hlpotter96@gmail.com
mailto:adelizzidc@verizon.net
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the campus, naturally fostered 
those discussions. We may 
once again be able to reserve 
rooms at the University Inn if 
we do so early. Please email 
one of our Class Co-Presidents 
if you would consider attending 
the Douglass centennial 
celebration and a mini-reunion 
of our class on April 20-22, 
2018 so we can assess 
whether to seek a block of 
rooms for our class. What fun it 
would be for us to be together! 
Contact Co-Presidents Sue 
Estler, estler1@me.com, or 
Marsha Malberg, 
memalberg@aol.com. We look 
forward to hearing from you.  

We are excited to share 
news of a special honor earned 
by our classmate and past Co-
President, M. Wilma Harris. 
Wilma was inducted into the 
Rutgers University African-
American Alumnae Association 
Hall of Fame at a gala 
ceremony on October 22, 
2016. The Class of 1966 
Vanguard Reunion Committee 
made a donation on behalf of 
our class to the AADC in 
Wilma’s honor.Congratula-
tions, Wilma! 

Since our reunion, Nancy 
Hale shares, “I had an 

absolutely wonderful time and 
loved seeing you and the many 
others who brought back such 
wonderful memories and 
reinforced, after all these 
years, the importance of a 
women’s college education. I’m 
still working my way though the 
Reflections Book and loving 
every minute of it. I enjoyed 
everything but somehow 
missed seeing the memorabilia 
display. I should have walked 
around more. I should have 
talked to more people. I should 
have shaken loose more red 
feathers to show that a 
member of the Class of 1966 
had been there. So, I have a 
simple suggestion: Since you 
are all so experienced now, 
how about we do this again 
soon! Thanks for the 
memories.” 

Connie Nelson was so 
happy to get together with 
Marilyn Vanderhoof in Austin. 

They reminisced about being 
bridesmaids in Noelle 
Morrison’s wedding. Marilyn 
told Connie she had traveled 
so far to the Reunion and was 
so glad she did. Connie shared 
that she promises to donate 
the money she earns from the 
sale of her watercolors to 
charities highlighting the MS 
society. 

Sue Estler heard from 
Geri Books Drexler, who 
works as a Speech-Language 
Pathologist and practices 
managing an on-line brain 
changing therapy for people 
with auditory processing 
disorders, dyslexia, autism and 
closed head injuries. “I still love 
what I do, so I guess I will still 
stick with it awhile longer.” Geri 
has lived on the west coast of 
Florida for 10 years, but spent 
28 years of her married life in 
Indianapolis. She married her 
high school sweetheart and 
they have two married sons 
and five “wonderful” 
grandchildren. Geri tried to 
keep in touch with Laurie 
Scott Smith for many years, 
but now she has lost contact. 
Let us know if anyone knows 
where Laurie is. 

Marsha Edelman 
Malberg spoke at a break-out 
session at last fall’s Victoria 
Dabrowski Schmidt ’42 
Workplace & Professional 
Development Symposium. 
Marsha’s speech was titled, 
“Finding Your Second Wind – 
Life After Retirement.” Marsha 
also was happy to meet 
Frances Weingarten Lobman 
over the summer in Carlsbad, 
CA, where they had dinner 
together with family. 
 
’67 

Janice Handler  
200 East 90th Street 
New York, NY 10128 
HandlerJ@aol.com 
 
This is our big 50th Vanguard 
Reunion and we hope to see 
as many classmates back on 
campus to celebrate this 
wonderful milestone. You can 
read our Class Letter and 
details about Reunion on the 

Alumnae Reunion Weekend 
2017 webpage at 
www.douglassalumnae.org/reu
nion. 
 
’68 

Linda Torres 
lptorres@outlook.com 
 
Bonnie Conover Frost, a 
partner at Einhorn Harris, has 
earned the prestigious 2016 
Alfred C. Clapp Award for 
Excellence in Legal Education, 
the highest honor by the New 
Jersey Institute for Continuing 
Legal Education in association 
with the New Jersey State Bar 
Association (NJSBA). Bonnie 
was honored at a reception at 
the New Jersey Law Center in 
New Brunswick. She also has 
been selected to the New 
Jersey Super Lawyers list 
since it was created in 2005. 
She is also the 2012 Recipient 
of the NJSBA Family Law 
Section Saul Tischler Award. 
Bonnie has organized and 
presented seminars on family 
law, appellate practice and 
ethics for the NJICLE for more 
than 20 years. Since joining 
Einhorn Harris in 1985, she 
has practiced in the 
matrimonial area, handling 
various cases such as divorce, 
custody, domestic violence and 
paternity issues. She also 
handles both court appointed 
and private mediation in family 
law matters. She is certified by 
the American Academy of 
Matrimonial Lawyers to 
arbitrate family law matters. 
She has also authored 
numerous works in the area, 
including the Women’s Legal 
Rights Booklet. She co-
authored the State Bar, Family 
Law Section’s Position Paper 
on Matrimonial Law 1997.  

Barbara Castellana 
Stasiak participates in the 
elder and parent support 
groups in her congregation, 
serving on a committee to 
ensure Right Relations, 
directing a talk show, “New 
Directions for Women” and 
singing with the Masterwork 
Chorus and Normandy 
Consort. She recently directed 

a major concert for the Coro 
d’Italia. Congratulations to 
Barbara, who also welcomed a 
new granddaughter, Emilia 
Louisa, into the world and 
participated in the nuptials of 
her younger son, David, to 
Alexandria Kelly Ynoa, on the 
banks of the Hudson last 
summer.  
 
’69 

Carol Dunlap Fiedler 
192 Highland Street 
Milford, MA 01757 
shalakoo@aol.com 
 
’70 

Linda P. Clark 
247 Lockwood Avenue 
Elberon, NJ 07740 
lpclark48@verizon.net 
 
Last July I drove to Windsor, 
Ontario, to attend the wedding 
of Elizabeth Noah, older 
daughter of John and Gayle 
Stachula Noah '71, to Vanja 
Popovic. While in Ontario, my 
sister Jill Clark Prusko and I 
drove to Pinery Provincial Park 
on Lake Huron, where our 
family had gone camping when 
we were kids. We drove 
through the campground area 
where we had stayed and 
walked on the beach; it's still as 
beautiful as we remembered. 

I guess we all celebrated 
our 50th high school reunions 
this year; it hardly seems 
possible it was that long ago! 
My reunion from Tunkhannock 
High School in Pennsylvania 
was held at Stonehedge in 
Tunkhannock. You can tell 
we're getting older; by 9:00, 
everyone was going home!  

The AADC received a note 
from Joan Goodkind Taub, 
who shared that she retired as 
of the new year.  

 Condolences: I regret to 
inform you of the death of 
Dorothy Frances Garrone 
Olson on August 7, 2016. Our 
sympathy goes out to her 
children, Gail and William 
Turtora, and the rest of her 
family.  
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’71 

Jean Lindsay Mervine 
15 Groff St. 
Clayton, NJ 08312 
jmervine@comcast.net  
 
Hello Class of ’71! I hope that 
everyone is doing well and 
keeping busy. I’d like to start 
off this column with an 
important message from our 
Class President Martha 
Boughner who writes, “We 

won! From 2011-2016, the 
Class of 1971 raised $193,912 
for the AADC, the third highest 
amount for Reunion 2016! A 
nice certificate will go into our 
class scrapbook. Looking 
ahead, we will be the Vanguard 
Class celebrating our 50th 
Reunion at Reunion 2021! 
Please plan to be with us for 
that momentous event; we 
have a reputation for class 
participation and we should 
have the longest line of 
classmates marching down the 
aisle of Voorhees Chapel at 
Convocation that anyone has 
ever seen. Your class vice-
president Karen Kothe 
Gustavsen is already 
gathering ideas and would 
welcome suggestions. Please 
give generously to the AADC 
Annual Appeal so that our next 
certificate (in five years!) will be 
for first place, which is a 
tradition for the Vanguard 
Class. ’71 – still having fun! 
Right? Right on! Best to all.” 
      I have been retired for the 
last four years. I keep busy 
with my hobby creating 
greeting cards. I make cards to 
trade with other cardmakers 
and sell some. I am also a 
demonstrator for Stampin’Up!, 
a company that makes rubber 
stamps, ink and paper supplies 
for card makers. Currently, I 
am training to volunteer as an 
AARP Tax Aid Counselor and 
will be working during tax 
season to prepare taxes for low 
to moderate income taxpayers 
in my area. 

There has not been a lot of 
news from the class recently. I 
hope everyone will take a few 
minutes to send me news 
about what you have been up 

to during the past 45+ years 
since our graduation. We 
would really love to hear from 
you! 

Condolences: Sadly, I 
report the death of two 
classmates. Antoinette 
Detrolio Wagner passed away 
on July 9, 2015. Antoinette was 
a sales administrator with Air 
Products until she retired in 
March 2015. Our condolences 
to her husband, Richard 
Wagner, and family.  

Deborrah Blackwell 
Fuller passed away on June 
13, 2016. Prior to her 
retirement, she was a teacher 
for more than 30 years. Our 
sympathies to her husband, 
James, and family. 
 
’72 

Beret Erway 
24 Meeker Street 
West Orange, NJ 07052 
originalberet@yahoo.com 
 
I hope you are gearing up for 
our 45th Reunion in June! I am 
sure it will be great! Please 
plan to come celebrate. 
Remember, we will soon be the 
Vanguard class celebrating our 
Vanguard 50th in 2022. 

Tina Gordon shares, 
“Last October I participated in 
my second AADC Alumnae 
Travel experience, this time to 
Spain. The trip began in 
Barcelona, where, just 30 
minutes after our arrival, I 
managed to trip in the lobby of 
the hotel and sprain my ankle (I 
swear I was sober at the time!). 
Let me tell you, walking on 
cobblestones is a real 
challenge with a crutch 
(thankfully, only one). I spent 
more time the first few days 
looking down at my footing 
than looking up at the sights. 
But what sights there were! 
Barcelona’s charm and history 
were explained to us by our 
top-notch AHI tour director and 
by outstanding guides. We got 
to experience the art and 
architecture of Antoni Gaudi, 
whose presence is 
everywhere. Then we traveled 
to Bilbao, a beautiful, quaint 
town that is the home of the 

magnificent Guggenheim 
Museum. From there it was on 
to San Sebastian for a few 
days of more tours, cathedrals 
and a morning in Pamplona, 
where we (thankfully) did not 
have to outrun the bulls. I spent 
my birthday traveling on a 
funicular up the side of a steep 
mountain, where I took pictures 
of the beautiful Atlantic Ocean 
below. I encourage anyone 
considering a trip to take 
advantage of one of these 
alumnae programs. I came 
home with a sore ankle but 
with wonderful memories of 
new AADC friends and a new 
appreciation for Spain. And 
now I know how to say 
sprained ankle in Spanish!” 
      Sandy Hahn Lanman 

reports, “I hope you can join 
me on Sunday, May 21, at 11 
a.m. at Anshe Emeth Memorial 
Temple in New Brunswick, 
when our classmate, 
Cantor Anna West Ott, will 
receive the Crown of Torah 
Tribute, the highest honor 
bestowed by our synagogue on 
those ‘who have exemplified 
the highest precepts of Jewish 
life.’ If  you haven't seen Anna 
in action in recent years, you 
are really missing something 
amazing. She has created a 
premiere musical program at 
Anshe Emeth that 
encompasses the talents of 
people of all ages in the 
congregation and is worthy of 
national renown. Every 
Shabbat service is an enriching 
experience thanks to her 
musical sensibilities in bringing 
ancient, sacred words and 
music into the 21st century 
without losing any of their 
spiritual meaning. We get to 
enjoy Anna's singing and guitar 
playing as well as her 
direction. It would be great if 
classmates can make it!” 
    Condolences: Sadly, I 
report the death of Roberta 
Immordino on March 12, 2017, 
in Palo Alto, CA. 
 
’73 

Pamela Merrill Zysk 
233 Mansfield Grove Road 
East Haven, CT 06512 

Peabody51@aol.com 
 
’74 

Lori Krevsky Miskoff 
41 Wilk Road 
Edison, NJ 08837 
lmiskoff@yahoo.com 
 
’75 

Dona Lee Iozia Jones 
3035 Carriage Trail 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
donnaleejoine@hotmail.com 
 
Dear classmates, please write 
and tell us what have y'all been 
up to. We want to hear!  

AADC President Jeanne 
Fox, since retiring from the 
Board of Public Utilities, is 
teaching as an adjunct 
professor at Rutgers, Princeton 
and Columbia. Last fall she co-
taught with Lisa Kaado ’03. 

They taught, "Gender in the 
2016 Election,” a timely 
subject.  She also taught a 
Princeton Woodrow Wilson 
School Graduate Workshop on 
"Community Solar."  This 
spring she and Lisa are 
teaching a Rutgers seminar, 
"Women and the Law." At 
Columbia's School of Public & 
International Affairs she is 
teaching a graduate Capstone 
Workshop on the “Global 
Market for Liquified Natural 
Gas.”  

Jeanne's roommate, Ann 
McNeal, left Douglass after her 
third year because she was 
admitted to SUNY Medical 
School. She used some of 
those credits to get her 
Douglass College degree. After 
a long career, Ann retired as 
chief of the Neurology Service 
at the VA Medical Center in 
Brooklyn. She is now a 
consultant for the VA. 

Sandy Parker is an active 
member of the League of 
Women Voters of Collier 
County, FL. A past president, 
she chairs the League’s 
Government committee. The 
group of 25 women and men 
meet regularly to discuss 
policy-making activities of state 
and local government. She 
also lectures on Florida 
government through local 
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university continuing education 
programs and writes her blog, 
sparkers-
soapbox.blogspot.com. She 
and her husband, Elliot 
Feinberg, recently moved to a 
smaller home in Naples from 
which Sandy has a shorter 
drive to her community 
activities and Elliot has his 
choice of three on-site golf 
courses. Life is good! 

Kathi Love reports that in 
2013 she stepped down after 
serving for 13 years as CEO of 
GfK Mediamark Research & 
Intelligence, a NYC–based 
market research and business 
intelligence firm, to pursue the 
second act of her professional 
career. She established an 
executive and business 
coaching company, Motherwell 
Resources (named after the 
town in Scotland where her 
paternal grandmother was born 
and raised), and finished the 
necessary requirements to get 
her International Coach 
Federation accreditation. She 
also writes a blog, “The Crone 
in the Corner Office” 
www.motherwellresources.com
/the-crone-in-the-corner-office. 

As for me, Donna Lee 
Jones, my 22-yr old daughter 
graduates in May with a BA 
from East Carolina University. 
Like mother, like daughter, 
Francesca got on the “five-
year" plan." I have been with 
the US EPA for 12 years in the 
air pollution control regulatory 
division. I also recently started 
on my "bucket list" with the 
purchase of a 2015 silver 
Mazda Miata 2-seater 
retractable convertible car that 
I am enjoying very much. I 
recently reconnected with Gail 
Montgomery, who is living 
surprising close by in 
Charleston, South Carolina, 
when she is not traveling the 
globe with her husband Nabil, 
a Rutgers food science 
graduate. The DC alumnae 
were able to get together in 
Chapel Hill during the last 
hurricane in fall 2016 that 
forced Gail and Nabil to retreat 
to higher land.  

Condolences: We regret 
to report the death of two 
classmates. Carol A. Eckert 
(Windsor, ME) on October 10, 
2016, and Marjorie MacNabb 
Groppi (Trenton, NJ) on 
November 14, 2015. We send 
our sympathy to their families.  
 
’76 

Denise K. Busby 
keandkb@yahoo.com 
 
’77 

Marcia Murchio Hannigan 
20 Dogwood Terrace 
Wayne, NJ 07470 
Mmhannigan55@gmail.com 
 
We celebrate our milestone 
40th Reunion in June. We 
hope you will come back to 
campus to celebrate during 
Alumnae Reunion Weekend, 
June 2-3 and participate in all 
the activities and excitement. 
 
’78 

Kathleen Skettini Bailey 
52 Henry Drive 
Manahawkin, NJ 08050 
kasbailey@gmail.com 
 
’79 

Susan Browne Rosenberg 
202 East Desert Falls Drive 
Palm Desert, CA 92211 
plmdsrtbrowne@gmail.com 
 
’80 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org 
 
’81 

Randi Greenberg 
17 Catherine Court 
Lawrence Harbor, NJ 08879 
Rsg224@optonline.net 
 
’82 

Maria Vitale Loos 
62 Lincoln Drive 
Laurel Springs, NJ 08021 
Mav82@verizon.net 
 
By now you should have 
received our Class Letter about 
our upcoming milestone 35th 
Reunion in June. Come back to 
campus to celebrate during 
Alumnae Reunion Weekend, 
June 2-3. There are plenty of 

activities and AADC Alumnae 
Awards will be presented at 
Saturday’s Convocation, along 
with the Milestone Classes 
Parade. 
 
’83 

Elizabeth A. Asaro  
51 Delaware Avenue 
Lambertville NJ 08530 
overtheriver@comcast.net 
 
’84 

Lisa Berry 
402 Foulk Road, Apt. B8 
Wilmington, DE 19803 
 
’85 

Kim Thompson Demopoulos 
914 Willow Avenue 
Hoboken, NJ 07030 
kim_paul_nyc@yahoo.com 
 
Congratulations to Mary 
Kelleher DiMartino, who will 
receive a 2017 Women of 
Achievement Award this spring 
from the New Jersey State 
Federation of Women's Clubs 
of GFWC at the organization's 
36th annual awards ceremony 
at the Golden Nugget in 
Atlantic City on May 8. As an 
active member of the AADC, 
Mary has shared her 
knowledge, wisdom and talents 
with countless alumnae, 
including mentoring many at JP 
Morgan Securities, Inc., where 
she is Executive Director. Mary 
serves on the Board of 
Trustees of Rutgers, The State 
University of New Jersey, and 
in her community through 
volunteer work on the 
Lawrence Township Board of 
Education. She also has 
served for many years on the 
Board of Directors for the Girl 
Scouts of Central and Southern 
New Jersey and provided 
philanthropic support. Please 
stay tuned for more information 
about registering for the 
awards ceremony. 
 
’86 

Anne Dudajek-Fogerty 
227 Cold Spring Lane 
Bridgewater, NJ 08807 
Anne9598@gmail.com 
 
 

’87 

Marie Arnold 
1101 Overlook Terrace 
Union, NJ 
mearnold@verizon.net 
 
We celebrate our milestone 
30th Reunion in June. Come 
back to campus to celebrate 
during Alumnae Reunion 
Weekend, June 2-3, and 
participate in all the activities 
and excitement. I can hardly 
believe it has been 30 years 
since our graduation! 
 
’88  

Marianne Ficarra 
33 Tyson Drive 
Fair Haven, NJ 07704 
ficarra@aol.com 
 
On a personal note, our older 
son Glenn provided us with a 
whirl of excitement this year, 
with being able to attend the 
NYC premiere of Whiskey, 
Tango, Foxtrot in February, 
followed by him taking us on 
the TV set of This Is Us in 
December, where he is an 
Executive Producer as well as 
director of several episodes. 
The day we visited the set, we 
were able to meet Mandy 
Moore, Milo Ventimiglia, 
Sterling Brown, Ron Cephas 
Jones and Susan Kelechi 
Watson, along with Ken Olin 
who was directing that 
particular episode. They 
couldn’t have been more 
gracious and welcoming and 
we even took pictures with 
many of them. They had just 
received word and were so 
proud to be nominated for 
Golden Globe, Screen Actors 
Guild, and other awards for this 
new television series. In 
addition, we traveled to Cuba, 
in late October, on an 
extraordinary, educational and 
culturally focused tour, where 
we experienced an in-depth 
introduction to the people, arts, 
economics and political 
transitions taking place there. 

Condolences: We extend 
our sincere sympathies to the 
family and friends of Mary Ann 
White-Walker, who passed 
away on June 12, 2015, in 
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Philadelphia, PA. She is 
survived by her four children, 
eight grandchildren and one 
great grandchild. Funeral 
services were held in New 
Brunswick, NJ. 
 
’89 

Cheryl F. Wilson 
Wilson77@gmail.com 
 
’90 

Victoria Sonshine Pasher 
V12SP@aol.com 
 
’91 

Sarah Shopland Skelton 
122 Sun Valley Way 
Morris Plains, NJ 07950 
skelton@oponline.com 
 
’92 

Carla H. Harper 
19 Dudley Court 
Sterling, VA 20165 
carlahaynes@msn.com 
 
Our class celebrate our 
milestone 25th Reunion in 
June. Come back to campus to 
celebrate during Alumnae 
Reunion Weekend, June 2-3, 
and participate in all the 
activities and join us in the 
Milestone Classes Parade 
 
’93 

Jennifer L. Ansbach 
562 Rosewood Drive 
Lanoka Harbor, NJ 08734 
jansbach@yahoo.com 
 
’94 

Debbie Crouch 
debbiejeancrouch@yahoo.com 
 
’95 

Mary Hrywna 
38 Lenox Avenue 
Green Brook, NJ 08812 
 
’96 

Tara M. Strickland 
1922 Ravens Crest Drive 
Plainsboro, NJ 08536 
taramorgan@aol.com 
 
’97 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org 
 

We celebrate our milestone 
20th Reunion in June. Join us 
for all the activities and to 
celebrate during Alumnae 
Reunion Weekend, June 2-3. 
Our class will join the Milestone 
Classes Parade at Saturday’s 
Convocation. 
 
’98 

Lauren Arnold 
1016 Selma Avenue 
Webster Groves, MO 63119 
ldarnold@gmail.com 
 
’99 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org 
 
’00 

Christina Vassiliou Harvey 
15 Stafford Court 
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690 
christinajv@yahoo.com 
 
’01 

Rebecca Springswirth 
117 Barcroft Drive 
Cherry Hill, NJ 08034 
bspringswirth@gmail.com 
 
’02 

Aimee Slabinski Linke 
294 Gatzmer Avenue 
Jamesburg, NJ 08831 
aslinke@aol.com 
 
We celebrate our milestone 
15th Reunion in June. We 
hope you will come back to 
campus to celebrate during 
Alumnae Reunion Weekend, 
June 2-3! 
  
’03  

Barbara Rojek Lew 
16-19 Well Dr. 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
barbaraalew@gmail.com 
 
’04 

Reesa Riggio-Lewandowski 
Y5 Avon Drive 
East Windsor, NJ 08520 
Reesan723@yahoo.com 
 
’05 

Douglass Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org  
 
 

’06 

Stefanie Lachenauer 
steflach@gmail.com 
 
’07 

Danielle Josephs 
1786 Libet Road 
Teaneck, NK 07666 
danielle.josephs07@gmail.com  
 
We celebrate our milestone 
15th Reunion in June. We 
hope you will come back to 
campus to celebrate during 
Alumnae Reunion Weekend, 
June 2-3! 
 
’08 

Ariana “Ria” DasGupta 
arianada@gmail.com 
 
Amanda Chan is continuing 
her time at the Douglass 
Psychology Child Study Center 
as a preschool teacher and just 
began the program for 
Teaching of Students with 
Disabilities. She also continues 
her involvement with Capoeira 
Maranhão, assisting in 
teaching classes at Rutgers 
and a New Brunswick 
community gym. In June, she 
looks forward to marrying her 
fiancé, Matthew, who is also a 
Rutgers alum.  

Avery Pontell-Schaefer 
was promoted to Senior 
Marketing Manager at Audible, 
an Amazon company, where 
she is dedicated to engaging 
and retaining listeners. In the 
last 12 months, Avery has 
found great joy in fitness, 
completing two Ironman 
triathlons and two marathons 
along with countless other 
races. Avery is now engaged to 
Joseph Fiordaliso and will be 
married in Captiva, FL, this 
July 2017. In her journey to 
becoming a step-mom, Avery 
recently co-founded 
(step)mom:(v), an organization 
dedicated to empowering 
women in step-mother roles. 
You can visit her blog at 
www.momward.com.  

As for me, Ria DasGupta, 
I continue to work as a diversity 
officer at the University of San 
Francisco, where I am also a 
doctoral student in the 

department of International and 
Multicultural Education. I am 
still dancing and I am a 
teacher's assistant with 
Chhandam School of Kathak in 
Berkeley, CA. 
 
’09 

Brittany DeRonde 
48 Kingsley Street 
West Orange, NJ 07052 
Brittany.deronde@gmail.com 
 
’10 

Kathryn Jenkins Cooke 
13 Stratton Circle  
Troy, NY 12182 
Kjenkins.douglass@gmail.com 
 
’11 

Alexandra Anastasia 
215 East Mountain Road 
Hillsborough, NJ 08844 
Alex.anastasia11@gmail.com 
 
Melissa Chedid shares, “This 
new year has already been an 
exciting one full of new 
experiences and career 
growth. After living in New York 
City for three years, I decided 
to leave the Big Apple and 
pursue a career in 
humanitarian aid. I recently 
became the manager of a 
humanitarian organization 
called Caritas Cyprus and 
moved to the city of Nicosia to 
begin my journey in this role. 
Caritas Cyprus is part of 
Caritas Internationalis, a global 
confederation of 165 Catholic 
aid, development, and social 
justice agencies working in 
over 200 countries and 
territories.  Situated at the 
crossroads of the Middle East 
and Europe, Cyprus hosts 
hundreds of thousands of 
migrant workers, asylum 
seekers, and refugees because 
as an European Union 
member, it is the southern 
gateway to Europe. As an 
organization, Caritas Cyprus 
supports migrants and 
refugees with an array of 
comprehensive services to 
meet their basic needs. In 
response to the issue of 
homelessness, Caritas Cyprus 
opened a men’s shelter and a 
women’s shelter that can each 
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accommodate between 10-15 
migrants. We also provide legal 
and administrative advice 
through Migrant Centers, which 
serve as information and social 
hubs for all who need 
assistance.  

“Although it has only been 
one month, I feel like Cyprus is 
slowly starting to become 
home. So far, I’m learning 
more and more that stepping 
out of my comfort zone is 
always a good thing, that 
responding with love is always 
the answer, and regardless of 
race, ethnicity, gender or 
circumstance, people deserve 
to be treated with dignity and 
respect. I am looking forward to 
more lessons.  

“If you are interested in 
learning more about Caritas 
Cyprus and how you can help 
(or if you want to take a visit to 
this beautiful island) please 
contact me at 
melissa.chedid@gmail.com.” 
 
’12 

Karin Oxford 
Karin.oxford@gmail.com 
 
Come celebrate our five-year 
Reunion on June 2-3! 
      Yesenia Perez shares, “In 

2015, I graduated from DePaul 
University College of Law in 
Chicago with a J.D. and LL.M 
in Health Law and am now 
licensed to practice law in New 
Jersey and New York. 
Currently, I serve as In House 
Compliance Counsel at 
Innovative Benefit Planning, 
LLC, an employee benefits 
brokerage firm in Moorestown, 
NJ, where I focus on health 
care, retirement plans and 
human resources regulations 
to serve the needs of our 
company and clients.” 
 Nikita Pitkar shares an 
update, “After graduating, I 
worked in a big data health 
care analytics start-up in NYC 
for three years. In 2015, I 
joined NYU's Leonard N. Stern 
School of Business full-time to 
get my MBA in product 
management and marketing. 
This coming summer will be full 
of changes for me. After I 

graduate Stern in May, I will be 
joining Merck (Pharmaceuti-
cals) as part of their 
accelerated development 
program for recent MBAs. The 
move will take me to 
Philadelphia, where I will join 
my fiance (husband after July!) 
as he completes his medicine 
residency.” 

Valerie Weiss is thrilled to 
share she is officially an 
attorney after four wonderful 
years at Douglass and three 
years at Seton Hall University 
School of Law. She is currently 
clerking in the New Jersey 
Superior Court, Appellate 
Division, and this fall will be 
joining a New Jersey law firm.  

Megan Blazak recently 
accepted a position as 
Agricultural Business 
Development Specialist with 
the Kohala Center, one of 
Hawaii's most prominent 
nonprofit organizations. She is 
also a member of the Zonta 
Club of Hilo, a chapter of Zonta 
International, which is a 
nonprofit women's service and 
advocacy organization. She will 
help Hawaii farmers and small 
businesses secure grants and 
loans to expand. Born and 
raised in the New Jersey, she 
appreciates what farmers do 
for communities and is honored 
to serve farmers in her new 
position! 
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Melissa Gabilanes 
13500 Lake Vining Drive 
Apt. 16205 
Orlando, FL 32821-6214 
mgabilanes@gmail.com 
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Olga Kozlova 
308 Wyckoff Avenue 
Waldwick, NJ 07463 
Olga.kozlova@msn.com 
 
There was a recent reunion of 
sorts at the Villagers Theater in 
Somerset, NJ, with Courtney 
King who directed the play, 
August: Osage County, last 
April. Joining her were Kate 
Thomas, as assistant director, 
and Elyse Viana ’13 as stage 
manager.  

’15 

Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org 
 
’16 

Alumnae Center 
Douglassalumnae@douglassal
umnae.org 
 
Ashley Polukord has been 
active in the AADC Mabel’s 
Alumnae Mentoring Program, 
where she is paired with 
mentor Mary Kelleher 
DiMartino ’85. Ashley shares, 

“I am proud to report that I 
recently started my first post-
graduation position as a Market 
Data Analyst with Bloomberg in 
Princeton, NJ. Before that, I 
volunteered at the AADC. 
Some of the skills I honed as a 
volunteer at the Alumnae 
Center became assets during 
my job search.” 
 
Bunting Class Notes  
 

Marianne Ficarra ’88 
33 Tyson Drive 
Fair Haven, NJ 07704 
ficarra@aol.com 
 
Bunting students had a 
wonderful time at their annual 
holiday reception in December. 
Sorry I had 
to miss it 
this year; 
last year’s 
fun and 
games left 
my side 
hurting from 
laughing so 
much.  
At the 
Bunting 
holiday  
reception 
are, left to right: Lorri Matusiak-
Lindsay, current DRC student; 
Peggy Pazera Cooke ‘l4; 

Rebecca Reynolds, Assistant 
Dean, Director of Mentoring 
and Advising & the Mary I 
Bunting Program; Lisa Mizrahi 
Kaado ’03; Dori Miller ‘17 and 
Jean D’Amore ’09. 

On a personal note, our 
older son Glenn provided us 
with a whirl of excitement this 

year, with being able to attend 
the NYC premiere of the film 
Whiskey, Tango, Foxtrot last 
February, followed by him 
taking us on the TV set of This 
Is Us in December, where he is 
an Executive Producer, as well 
as director of several episodes. 
The day we visited the set, we 
were able to meet Mandy 
Moore, Milo Ventimiglia, 
Sterling Brown, Ron Cephas 
Jones and Susan Kelechi 
Watson, along with Ken Olin 
who was directing that 
particular episode. They 
couldn’t have been more 
gracious and welcoming and 
we even took pictures with 
many of them. They had just 
received word and were so 
proud to be nominated for 
Golden Globe, Screen Actors 
Guild and other awards for this 
new television series. In 
addition, we traveled to Cuba, 
in late October, on an 
extraordinary, educational and 
culturally-focused tour, where 
we experienced an in-depth 
introduction to the people, arts, 
economics and political 
transitions taking place there. 

Condolences: We extend 
sincere sympathies to the 
families and friends of our 
deceased Bunting classmates. 

We received belated news of 
the passing of Mary Ann 
White-Walker ’88, originally 
born in Huntington, WV, 
passed away on June 12, 
2015, in Philadelphia, PA. She 
is survived by her four children, 
eight grandchildren and a great 
grandchild. 

mailto:melissa.chedid@gmail.com
mailto:mgabilanes@gmail.com
mailto:Olga.kozlova@msn.com
mailto:Douglassalumnae@douglassalumnae.org
mailto:Douglassalumnae@douglassalumnae.org
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Dorothy (Dolly) Frances 
Garrone Olson ‘70, passed 

away on August 7, 2016. She 
is survived by her daughters, 
Beverly Olson and Gail Turtora 
and son-in-law William; 
grandchildren, Michael and 
Diane Turtora Morano and 
husband, Matt. 

It is with great sadness, 
that I report the passing of 
Judith Hoffman ’87, whom I 
have fond memories of taking 
classes together and sharing 
Bunting pot-luck holiday 
dinners that were previously 
held at Woodlawn. As 
excerpted from her Star Ledger 
obituary of January 1, 2016, 
Judy passed away on 
December 29, 2016. Born in 
Perth Amboy, NJ, Judy was a 
lifelong resident of New Jersey, 
having lived in Perth Amboy, 
Edison, Piscataway and, lastly, 
in Somerset. She was a 
graduate of Perth Amboy High 
School, Class of 1959, and St. 
Peter's New Brunswick School 
of Nursing, Class of 1962. In 
2014, she was honored, along 
with her husband, at the Wine 
and Roses event for the 
American Cancer Society. She 
was active in the French Club 
at the Rutgers RU-ALL 
program and was an avid piano 
player. Judith was a kind, 
compassionate, loving, 
sensitive and passionate 
person. A registered nurse by 
profession, she retired many 
years ago but continued to 
administer compassionate and 
loving care to family and 
friends throughout her life, 
including a visit to Thailand as 
part of Operation Smile to care 
for children. She is survived by 
her husband John A. Hoffman, 
chairman of the board of the 
law firm, Wilentz, Goldman & 
Spitzer; daughter Beth Driscoll 
(a school teacher in 
Framingham, MA) and 
husband David; and son, John 
Jay Hoffman (current chief 
counsel of Rutgers University) 
and his wife, Mary Jude Cox 
Hoffman; and four 
grandchildren. Judy will be 
greatly missed by her family 
and friends.  
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AADC Events & Programs 

 

 

For details and to register, visit 

  

www.douglassalumnae.org/event-registration 
 

Friday, June 2, to Saturday, June 3 • Alumnae 
Reunion Weekend 2017 
 
“Celebrate 95 Years of Alumnae Sisterhood” as we 
herald the Vanguard Class of 1967, who celebrates 
its 50th reunion, as well as milestone classes ending 
in the 2s and 7s.  Enjoy the Vanguard Luncheon; 
Saturday’s Convocation with the Milestone Classes 
Parade and AADC Alumnae Awards presentation; 
Sisterhood Picnic under the Tent; and activities and 
programs on Saturday afternoon and more! 

 

Thursday, June 15 • AADC New York City 
Regional Connection Group Museum of Art 
and Design Tour 
 

Gather in the evening for a guided group tour with a 
specific focus on the exhibit, “Judith Leiber: Crafting a 
Story.” Dinner follows at the Robert restaurant inside 
the Museum. 

 

Friday, June 30 • Deadline for 2017-18 AADC 
Mabel’s Alumnae Mentoring Program 
Applications 
 

Make a connection with a sister alumna as a Mentor 
or Mentee in this enriching program. Applications on 
our website at www.douglassalumnae.org/mabels-
mentoring-program. 

 

Saturday, September 16 • 2017 Victoria 
Dabrowski Schmidt ’42 Workplace and 
Professional Development Symposium  
 
Mark your calendar for this informative and 
empowering Symposium. Stay tuned for more 
information about this year’s workshops.  
 

http://www.douglassalumnae.org/mabels-mentoring-program
http://www.douglassalumnae.org/mabels-mentoring-program


FRIDAY, JUNE 2, 2017
8:00 AM Registration/Breakfast 
 Voorhees Chapel / Antilles Field
 Pick up your registration materials, nametag, Alumnae 

Reunion Weekend 2017 Program & Ad Journal and other 
important information. In the morning, grab a hot or cold 
beverage and some breakfast treats and greet alumnae 
sisters under the tent.

9:00 AM  Class of 1967 Photo | Voorhees Chapel
Class of 1967 convenes under the tent on Upper 
Antilles Field in preparation for its official Class Photo 
and then procession into Chapel for Convocation.

10:00 AM  Alumnae Convocation & 
Milestone Classes Parade / AADC 
Alumnae Awards | Voorhees Chapel
[With updates on DRC from Dean]
Come celebrate your class and our alumnae 

sisterhood at this traditional Alumnae Reunion 
Weekend ceremony. Kick off Saturday’s festivities 

with the parade of Milestone Classes and welcome the 
Vanguard 50th Reunion Class of 1967 as it processes into 
Chapel. AADC Alumnae Awards will be presented.

12:15 PM  Sisterhood Picnic Under the Tent | Antilles Field
 Come out to Antilles Field for an afternoon picnic! 

Reminisce with classmates, bond with sister alumnae and 
enjoy delicious food.

1:45 PM  University Bus Tour | Cooper Drive
 Board an air-conditioned bus, get reacquainted with 

campus, as well as Cook, College Avenue, Busch and 
Livingston campuses. Relax and revisit Passion Puddle and 
Kirkpatrick Chapel. (Space is limited).

1:45 PM Rutgers Gardens Walking Tour | Rutgers Gardens
 Enjoy an exclusive walking tour of the beautiful Rutgers 

Gardens. Round-trip transportation provided to and from the 
Gardens from Cooper Drive. Tour is approximately one hour 
and held rain or shine. (Participants must be ambulatory, as part 
of the tour is on turf and grass surfaces).

(Continued on reverse)

SATURDAY, JUNE 3, 2017
9:00 AM Registration | Neilson Dining Hall
 Pick up your registration materials, nametag, Alumnae 

Reunion Weekend 2017 Program & Ad Journal, together 
with other important information upon arrival on campus.

11:00 AM Vanguard Class Gatherings & Photos
  Neilson Dining Hall, Lower Level
  1942......11:00 am  

1947......11:05 am 
  1952......11:10 am 
  1957......11:15 am
  1962......11:20 am

Noon Vanguard Luncheon
 Neilson Dining Hall
 [With updates on DRC from Dean]
 Join classes that graduated 50 

or more years ago as the Class 
of 1967, celebrating its milestone 50th 
reunion, is inducted into the prestigious 
Vanguard Society. The Vanguard Service Award will 
presented.

2:30 PM AADC Now Q&A Session
 Ruth Schilling Hennessy Alumnae Center
 AADC President Jeanne M. Fox ’75 and Valerie Anderson 

’81 invite alumnae to learn more about the bright future and 
strategic planning direction of your alumnae association.

2:30 PM University Bus Tour | University Campus
 (Meet at Nicholas Lot)
 Board an air-conditioned bus, get reacquainted with 

alumnae and campus, as well as Cook, College Avenue, 
Busch and Livingston campuses. Relax and revisit Passion 
Puddle and Kirkpatrick Chapel. (Space is limited).

2:30 PM Rutgers Gardens Walking Tour | Rutgers Gardens
 (Meet at Katzenbach  Lot)
 Enjoy an exclusive walking tour of the beautiful Rutgers 

Gardens. Round-trip transportation provided to and from 
the Gardens from Neilson Dining Hall. Tour is approximately 
one hour and held rain or shine. (Participants must be 
ambulatory, as part of the tour is on turf and grass surfaces).

5:00 PM Class of 1957 Tea | Wood Lawn Mansion
         The Class of 1957 hosts a social gathering for their 

classmates who will enjoy this special time together over 
tea and other light refreshments.

Schedule of  Events and Programs*

*Schedule of  Events and Programs subject to change. For updates and to register online, visit www.douglassalumnae.org/reunion.



3:45 PM Farmer’s Daughter Meets a Novelist in an   
Italian Kitchen 

 Ruth Schilling Hennessy Alumnae Center
 Rosemary DiBattista ’78 (author of Italian Kitchen Mystery 

book series) & Jenny Lichtenwalner ’02 (Jersey farm girl 
and Etsy entrepreneur) team up to take you on a journey 
into the literary creative process while sharing some of 
their favorite Italian recipes with cooking demo everyone 
can participate in.

4:00 PM AADC Pride Network Discussion & Social Hour
 Douglass Student Center, Meeting Room B (2nd Floor) 
 Join the AADC’s newest Affinity Group for a discussion, 

“Setting A Course for the Future,” followed by networking 
and socializing with sister alumnae. 

4:15 PM Class Gatherings | Douglass Student Center
 Special time for Milestone Reunion Classes to gather for a 

meeting or social activity.

 Class of 1952 - Bunting Lounge Class of 1987 - Mtg. Room E
 Class of 1967 - Ludwig Building Class of 2007 - Mtg. Room C
 Class of 1972 - Mtg. Room A Class of 2012 - Mtg. Room D 

5:00 PM Deluxe Cocktail Reception | Antilles Field
 Wind down, network and socialize with sister alumnae at 

this deluxe cocktail reception.

5:00 PM Milestone Class Photos | Voorhees Chapel
  Come to your Class Photo for a once-in-five-years “photo 

op” with your classmates. 
   1982......5:05 pm 1987......5:30 pm
   1977......5:10 pm 1972......5:35 pm
   1992......5:15 pm 2007......5:40 pm
   1997......5:20 pm 2012......5:45 pm
   2002......5:25 pm

6:00 PM Class of 1967 Grand 50th Dinner
 Kathleen W. Ludwig Global Village Living Learning 

Center
 The Class of 1967 gathers to celebrate its 50th Reunion. 

Enjoy reminiscing together during an elegant dinner in the 
new Ludwig building.

Note: All alumnae, except Class of 1967, 
will have the opportunity to coordinate their own 

dinner plans off campus as desired.

AADC ALUMNAE REUNION WEEKEND • SATURDAY, JUNE 3, 2017

1:45 PM AADC YAN-BAN Paint N’ Pour 
 Douglass Student Center, Douglass Lounge
 Grab a drink and a brush as the AADC Black Alumnae 

Network and the AADC Young Alumnae Network team 
up for this fun, step-by-step painting process. We will 
replicate an AADC-inspired painting that you will take home 
after the session. (Painting materials are supplied, BYOB)

1:55 PM “Hoarding: What You Should Know” 
 Douglass Student Center, Meeting Room D (2nd Floor)
 Presented by Professor Jim Hart SSW’01, Rutgers School 

of Social Work, who will give an educational presentation 
on the psychology effecting hoarders and how you can 
best help and manage living or loving someone who 
suffers from hoarding.

3:10 PM “Healthy Habits for a Healthy You”
 Douglass Student Center, NJC Lounge (2nd Floor)
 Explore how the health of the brain and the body are 

connected and how science can provide insight into how 
to optimize our physical and cognitive health. Presented by 
the Alzheimer’s Association, learn about research in the 
areas of diet and nutrition, exercise, cognitive activity and 
social engagement.

3:10 PM Douglass Walking Tour | Douglass Campus,
 Meet at Dunkin Donuts (1st Floor)
 Don’t miss this guided tour of campus. Take this wonderful 

opportunity to connect and to enjoy the beautiful campus.

3:10 PM “Blueprint for Financial Success” 
 Douglass Student Center, Meeting Room D (2nd Floor)
 Join our discussion with the AADC Gift Planning 

Committee for tips and techniques you need to know if 
you want to avoid the shackles of debt, start saving for 
retirement, and build wealth.

3:45 PM Author’s Corner | Douglass Student Center,
 Trayes Hall A
 Listen to readings and partake in discussions as alumnae 

authors read and present their published works.

3:45 PM AADC Mabel’s Alumnae Mentoring Celebration 
 Douglass Student Center, Collaborative Learning Center 

(1st Floor)
 Mentors and Mentees will share the success of the 

program’s inaugural year. You will have a chance to learn 
more about this dynamic program and making professional 
connections.

Thank you to the donors of the AADC Annual Appeal who help make
events and programs possible. Your generosity and support keep
our alumnae community strong. Per the Agreement, the Annual
Appeal is not on behalf of NJC, DRC, Douglass, or Rutgers. To help 
support our mission, please visit douglassalumnae.org/makeagift.

(Continued from other side)


